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This Morning and That One 


By Jennie E. Hussey 


The watchman said, The morning cometh. — 
Isa. 21:12. 


UST between two city houses 
Was a glimpse of open sky, 
Where the glowing tints of sunrise 
Spoke a fairer by -and- by. 


And I thought of Daniel’s windows 
Open toward Jerusalem, 

Looking eastward for the dawning 
That shall be for us and them — 


All the saints of all the ages 
From the varied walks of life, 

Prophets, martyrs, overcomers, 
Al) ¥-ho conquer in. the strife: 


These’shall one day greet the sunrise, 
These shall find a crowning day, 

When dissolving twilight shadows 
Have forever passed away. 


we 
Smiles 


Smiles help to lighten the darkest 
days. And it ought to be easier for 
Christians to smile than for other folks. 
Christ is living in every Christian, and 
Christ is “the light of the world” (John 
8:12). A genuine, warm-hearted smile 
is one of the best ways by which Chris- 
tians can let their “light so shine before 
men.” It has been said, jokingly, that 
“smiles” is the longest word in the Eng- 
lish lany.i9ge, because when you take 
away the first. letter there are still 
“miles” of it! Some one has written 
this inviting. statement: “A smile costs 
nothing, but gives much; it enriches 
those who receive, without making 
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poorer those who give. It takes 
moment, but the memory of it some 
lasts forever. No one is so rich or mighty 
that he can get along without it; and no 
one is so poor but what he cannot be 
made rich by it. A smile creates hap- 
piness in the home, fosters good-will in 
business, and is the symbol of friend- 
ship. It brings rest to the weary, cheer 
to the discouraged, sunshine to the sad, 
and it is nature’s best antidote for trou- 
ble. Yet it cannot be bought, borrowed, 
begged, or stolen, for it is spmething 
that is of no value to anyone until it is 
given away. Some people are too tired 
to give you a smile. Give them one of 
yours, as no one needs a smile so much 
as he who has no more to give.” 


x 


Cleansing Ourselves 

Should we ever try to cleanse our- 
selves? Is it not true that only “the 
blood of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth 
us from all sin’? (1 John 1:7.) That is 
true; yet we must remember that we 
must also make ourselves clean, and 
unless we do we cannot have that fel- 
lowship with God which comes when 
“we walk in the light.” We are some- 
times tempted to dodge our own respon- 
sibility by asking God-to “do it all.” A 
writer in the Keswick Calendar speaks 
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‘does_ that. 


ing word: “We are 
to separate ourselves 
from anything which defiles or anything 
which is not clean. We are not to go to 
God, asking Him to do it. He does not 
do that sort of thing. There are cer- 
tain things God does which we cannot 
do. We can have no part in our own 
salvation; we must let that alone; God 
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
wrought out our salvation by His own 
arm and by Himself. But God never 
does what man can do. If you and I 
want to go out and live a life that is 
worthy of the vocation wherewith we 


-are called, we must be clean; we must 


cleanse ourselves. Let us be quite clear 
about that.” By inspiration James, the 
practical man, speaks a curt, sharp word 
to sinning Christians, “Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners” (Jas. 4:8). He has 
just asked the question, “Know ye not 
that the friendship of the world is en- 
mity with God?” If we are holding on 
to something that we know God wants 
us to put away, how can we expect to 
have fellowship with him? So Paul 
pleads, “Let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit’ (2 
Cor. 7:1). When we do what we can 
do, and ought to do, in cleansing our- 
selves, then the precious blood of Christ 
will consummate the cleansing that only 
he can bring to pass. 


é é 


‘Life Begins at Forty” 


throws in little touches, here and 

there, that make it peculiarly re- 
freshing. That transaction at the Beau- 
tiful Gate appears never to be exhausted, 
although drawn upon for a thousand 
messages. If the writer were a preacher 
he would hover pretty close to this 
wonderful Book when in quest of a 
good text. 

Two pious pilgrims were ascending 
the slopé at the hour of prayer, “being 
the ninth hour” (Acts 3:1). The great 
gate of Corinthian brass was gleaming 
like gold in the westering sun. With 
their admirable strategy, the friends of 
the impotent man had performed their 
daily task of carrying him to the Temple 
gate. to beg. However the church pro- 
gram may err, the world is often right 
in its sagacity. No wonder our Lord 
said, “The children of this world are 
in their generation wiser than the chil- 
dren of light.” 

The lame man was not carried to the 


Te intensely human Book of Acts 


exit gate of any local Dives, where the 
dogs might lick his sores, nor was he 
laid at the entrance of any one of the 
vicious haunts of an Oriental city. Théy 
did not count very heavily on the ficti- 
tious reputation for liberality that the 
“free iunch” joints had built up. Reck- 
oning unerringly with the unfailing 
principle that the worshipers of God are 
also behind the world’s almsgiving, they 
laid their man at the gate of the Temple, 
where the pickings were the richest. 
Consider the monotony of this poor 
fellow’s miserable existence. Carried on 
the old litter to the gate of the Temple, 
at the appointed hour, plying his trade 
as a beggar while opportunity lasted, 
then carried back again: Thus the 
weary days dragged by, thus they grew 
into months, and the months grew into 
years. Must he not have longed poign- 
antly for a new thrill, for something ~ - 
anything —that would break the stale 
and dreary sameness of his life? 
This day was like a thousand others 
9 
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when it began, and yet it was to prove 
a veritable day of days to the helpless 
mendicant, for the new experience that 
was to thrill him through and through 
was already in the forming. Alms were 
his quest, but two men who had some- 
thing better than alms to give were con- 
fronting him. “There are moments in 
the lives of mortals that are worth more 
than years.” 

In an instant his ears were tingling 
to the sound of that challenge of the 
ages to helpless men, “In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and 
walk!” Before he fairly realized what 
had happened, he was walking and leap- 
ing. And with every leap he was utter- 
ing praises to God who had delivered 
him from his living death. 

The writer of the account throws in 
the very human remark, “And the man 
was above forty years old, on whom this 
miracle of healing was shewed” (Acts 
4:22). This, of course, makes the cure 
all the more remarkable. It is because 
the principle holds good in the broader 
realm of the spirit that it is worthy 
our serious pondering. “Life began at 
forty” for this poor soul in a larger 
sense than his emancipation from bodily 
ills. His bound spirit was set free as he 
shouted the praises of God in the Temple 
courts. 

The evangel to youth rightly empha- 
sizes the proved fact that a man’s en- 
trance into the Kingdom of God, if 
postponed beyond the plastic period, 
gradually becomes more difficult and 
improbable. The continued refusal of 
the offers of divine grace is accompanied 
by a process which the Bible calls “hard- 
ening of the heart.” It becomes less 
difficult to resist the Spirit, because the 
time draws nearer when the man will 
be “past feeling.” The inner light is 
failing, and the sure sequel is about 
to be written, “He wist not that the 
Lord was departed from him.” 

This,- of course, is the ever present 
danger; and yet, the miracle of healing 
is still possible and available to the man 
above forty. Instances of the kind, 
praise God, are plentiful. One of our 
most noted Presidents, finding himself 
elevated to the highest office in the gift 
of the nation, suddenly realized that he 
had never taken an open stand for God. 
He at once went to the study of a clergy- 
man and made confession of his faith in 
Christ, uniting immediately with the 
church. In so doing he left an inspiring 
example to the “man above forty years 
old.” He summoned his will power to 
obey God, and he acted on the instant. 
It does not do for the man in the middle 
years to play fast and loose with this 
matter. He must be a man of action, at 
all costs. 

The man of forty gets quite willful 
and set in his way. He finds it difficult 
to change his mind and his attitude 
toward vital things. He has become 
accustomed to things as they are. He is 
a drifter in respect to spiritual matters. 
Contrary to his hopes and expectations, 
he finds that the downward tug does 
not lessen as he merges into middle life, 
but that it gets fiercer and more insis- 
tent. : 

In the midst of his problem there shines 
one great, glowing hope. He who healed 
the man above forty at the Beautiful 
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Gate still passes by. The salvation of 
the individual is still a tremendous, 
incontrovertible fact. The middle- 
aged man who is having a hard time of 
it may still press through the throng 
and touch the hem of His garment. “The 
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, 
and the violent take it by force.” The 
man who is enough in earnest will find 
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the way. The situation is big with hope, 
but the urgency of immediate action 
cannot be overestimated. “Life begins 
at forty,” in the spiritual realm, only by 
a heroic action of the will. The longer 
the matter is delayed, the more serious 
the case becomes, and the less probable 
grows the chance that the prize will ever 
be won. 
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In God's Hands for Repair 


I always read your editorials with profit, 
and untii I read the leading one in your 
issue of October 1, “The Christian’s Place of 
Repair,’’ I do not remember taking excep- 
tion to anything I have read therein. 

However, you certainly have miscon- 
strued the marginal rendering — ‘“‘place of 
repair.” The Hebrew word, according to 
Young, means refuge. By no stretch of 
the imagination could it mean what the 
Trmes has made out of it, for even the 
margin does not convey any such mean- 
ing. Repair means simply “to go.” 

Kindly look this up: Of course all you 
say in the editorial is good and spiritual, 
but it is not in agreement with the text. 
—An Indiana reader. 


In the editorial in question the TmveEs 
said: 


The third chapter of Joel describes the 
day of the Lord, vividly depicting the 
divine judgments that will then afflict the 
nations. ‘The heavens and the earth shail 
shake,” we are told, “but,’’ in that hour, 
“the Lord will be the hope of his people.” 
Or, as the Revision has it, ‘‘a refuge unto 
his people.” 

The first part of the Gospel is that Christ 
is the sinner’s refuge. : . . Because our 
Lord Jesus was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, bruised for our iniquities, he is 
able to shelter from condemnation and 
judgment all who flee to him for refuge. 

But that is only the first part of the 
Gospel. Our Lord is more than a place of 
refuge for the guilty sinner. He is also 
a place of repair, as the marginal render- 
ing of our verse so beautifully suggests. 
“The Lord will be the hope [place of re- 
pair, or harbor] of his people.” A harbor 
may be used as a place of refuge, and it 
may serve as a place of repair. Christ is 
both to the believer. In him we find not 
only refuge but renewal as well. ‘“There- 
fore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold all things are become new.” ... 
We need a Saviour who can not only put 
us right, but who can keep us right. 

And the New Testament recognizes that 
need in its use of a word sometimes trans- 
lated “perfect.”” It means ‘“‘to mend,” “to 
adjust,” “to repair,” “to make fit.” ... 

Now, in the light of this New Testa- 
ment recognition of the need of spiritual 
repair in the lives of God’s children, how 
beautiful to read Joel’s verse, ‘“‘The Lord 
will be a place of repair for his people.” 


The Indiana reader seems to overlook 
the fact that the Tres editorial thus 
gave adequate recognition to the idea 
of “refuge” as the sense of the word 
rendered “hope” in Joel 3:16. It called 
attention to that as the rendering in the 
Revised Version (“Jehovah will be a 
refuge unto his people”), and in the 
Passage quoted it dealt with the thought 
of deliverance from judgment, the 
refuge idea. 

Certainly the thought of refuge is the 
teaching of the passage in Joel, and the 


editorial was not intended to imply that 
that verse teaches, even in its marginal 
rendering, any more than the refuge 
idea. But the words “place of repair, or 
harbor,” are suggestive of more than 
that. A harbor is a place to which one 
may repair, or go, which is plainly 
the direct meaning of the passage in 
Joel; but it is also a place where one 
may find repair when things are in dis- 
repair. The English word repair means, 
as the Indiana reader says, “to go,” but 
it also means, as a transitive verb, “to 
remedy, heal, make right, or mend.” 
Thus there is a suggestive ambiguity 
in the expression “place. of repair,” 
which may direct the mind into a chan- 
nel of thought drawn from, although 
not the strict meaning of, the verse in 
Joel. For this teaching the editorial 
took up certain New Testament pas- 
sages, but it was the suggestiveness of 
the marginal reading in Joel that led 
to this. 

It is usually felt to be quite permissi- 
ble for sanctified imagination to take its 
flight from the suggestiveness of a pas- 
sage, provided the flight does not take 
one outside the bounds of Scriptural 
teaching in general. Dr. F. B. Meyer 
used to go to considerable length in 
letting his imagination play with the 
suggestiveness of a given passage of 
Scripture, and his hearers, who were 
blessed by such discourses, would never 
have thought of questioning the freedom 
he thus exercised. Furthermore, the late 
Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, in his book- 
let, “Mending Their Nets,” comments 
upon the very verse in question, Joel 
3:16, and draws attention to the mar- 
ginal rendering, “place of repair,” as 
suggestive of the divine provision for 
the spiritual repair of God’s people. 


The Wall Calendar made for the 
world-wide circle of SuNpDAy ScHOOL 
TimMEs readers is made up of twelve 
pages with as many pictures of the mar- 
velous progress being made today in 
Palestine. Each picture is followed by a 
full explanation. The pictures are 642x8 
inches in size; the full page is 9x16 
inches. In addition there are the Uni- 
form Lesson titles and lesson Scripture 
for each Sunday, and a Scripture verse 
for each day. This calendar is suitable 
for home and church use where the 
usual advertising calendar could not be 


, displayed so prominently. An ideal all- 


year-round gift. Prices range from 30 
cents each to $17 a hundred. 
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convinced them that the Bible is true 








How the scientific accuracy of Genesis 


Twelve Chinese Students, Genestgycreatich: AChreY 


Mathematica 
By Peter W. Stoner °*"cra git Dent ol Mathematical Engineering 
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EVERAL years ago twelve Chinese 
S students, sent to America by their 

Government to learn what they 
could of America by attending our uni- 
versities, came to the University of 
California, at Berkeley. 

These students decided that the Chris- 
tian religion was an important factor 
in making America, and so merited a 
place in their study of our institutions; 
they went, therefore, to Dr. Lapsley A. 
McAfee, then pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Berkeley, and asked 
for a teacher that they might learn 
something about the Christian religion. 
At this time I was a Teaching Fellow 
in the University. Dr. McAfee explained 
the situation to me and asked if I would 
take the class. I took it, and entered 
upon a more interesting task than I 
had foreseen. 

At the first meeting of the class I tried 
only to get acquainted and determine 
the Chinese students’ background, so 
that I might have some idea of the best 
procedure. I learned that they looked 
upon Christianity as I looked on Hindu- 
ism. They thought Christianity likely 
had some philosophy that had been help- 
ful in building American democracy, 
but they had no faith in it as a religion, 
or in-the divinity of its God or its 
Christ. They had no faith at all in any- 
thing written in the Bible. I spent much 
time the following week in prayer for 
the solution of my problem. I went to 
the class the next Sunday believing I 
had the solution. 


Finding a Common Ground in Science 


These Chinese were all students of . 


at least some of the sciences. Here we 
had a common ground. Some years be- 
fore I had made a study of the relation 
of different sciences and the first chap- 
ter of Genesis. I believed that the rela- 
tion here was so striking that I could 
convince my class that the Bible really 
was written by God’s inspiration. If I 
could accomplish this, I could then fol- 
low through the prophecies regarding 
Christ and convince them that he was 
indeed the Son of God who died on 
Calvary for their sin. I should then be 
able to ask their acceptance of him as 
their: personal Saviour. 

Accordingly, I presented to them on 
the following Sunday the proposal to 
study the relation of the sciences and 
Genesis, saying nothing of the rest of 
my plan. My Chinese friends, as they 
quickly became, gladly accepted the pro- 
posal and proved very faithful in their 
study. I did not bring to them the sci- 
ences but sent them to the University 
library for their own information in 
the phases of science which I wished to 
consider. These students brought in re- 
ports on assignments each Sunday with 
as much detail, and showed as much 
care in preparation, as if they had been 
reporting for a University class. 


When Professor Stoner was asked 
to teach a Sunday school class of 
Chinese students he might have 
found many reasons for not doing 
so and made plausible excuses to the 
pastor. Most superintendents and 
pastors have heard a great variety 
of excuses. Professor Stoner does 
not tell of his thoughts and feelings 
upon hearing the pastor’s request, 
but he writes in a business-like 
manner: “I took it, and entered 
upon a more interesting task than I 
had foreseen.” After many months 
of patient work, which included 
prayer and careful preparation each 
week, his efforts were abundantly 
rewarded. His example will be an 
inspiration to all Sunday school 
teachers, and his method of work 
contains many valuable suggestions 
for other teachers of students. In 
next week’s issue of the Times Pro- 
fessor Stoner will describe more 
fully just how he taught “Science 
and the First Chapter of Genesis.” 








I wished to show three things, just as 
definitely as possible, regarding the first 
chapter of Genesis. 

First, I wished to show that every sci- 
entific statement in Genesis was scien- 
tifically accurate and did not contradict 
any known scientific fact. 

Second, I wished to show that Moses 
could not possibly have gained the facts 
mentioned in Genesis from the schools 
of his day. 

The third item was that Moses had 
no possible source from which he could 
have arranged these facts of science in 
their correct order. 

Consequently I gave them references 
to works on astronomy and physics to 
study side by side with the first six verses 
of Genesis. ‘Then we went to geology 
and chemistry to establish the truth and 
order for verses eleven to thirteen. 


Twelve Points of Agreement 


We went back to physics to show that 
the appearance of the sun and moon as 
given in verses fourteen to nineteen 
came just where it should in order to 
agree with life as it appears in the geo- 
logical layers. We turned again to geol- 
ogy to establish in the minds of the class 
the truth of verses twenty to twenty- 
seven. 

Thus, after working most of the win- 
ter, I had established the fact that at 
least twelve things were mentioned in 
Genesis as being acts of God, and that, 
according to science, those twelve things 
did exist and had occurred in just the 
order that Moses gave for them. 

We then found that we could arrange 
twelve things in 479,001,600 different 


ways. The question then had to be an-: 


swered, How did Moses get the right 








order instead of one of the other 479,- 
001,599 different orders? The class said 
there were three possibilities. Moses 
might ‘have adopted the account from 
the schools of Egypt; he might have just 
guessed at the order; or he could have 
been inspired by God. 

I had, of course, expected the first 
answer and had found a work on arche- 
ology in the University library which 
gave the account of creation as taught 
by the Egyptians. The students found 
that the Egyptians did teach a theory 
of creation which in many ways was 
similar to the account in Genesis while 
in other ways it differed. Its order was 
not the same as that given in Genesis, 
nor did it agree with science. We had 
thus disposed of the first supposed pos- 
sibility. 


A Strong Argument for Inspiration 


It was unreasonable to suppose that 
Moses could have guessed the right or- 
der when any one of 479,001,600 were 
possible. 

There was, then, only one reasonable 
conclusion to draw, and that was that 
Moses wrote by God’s inspiration. 

We then faced the problem of inter- 
preting the “day” of Genesis. We ex- 
amined the original Hebrew and found 
that “day” could be a period of time as 
well as a twenty-four-hour day. We 
also found that when God counted time 
against Israel in any prophecy he took 
out any time that Israel was not a 
nation in the Land (as away in cap- 
tivity). We are still waiting for the 
seventieth week of Daniel. We rea- 
soned, therefore, that if God did not 
count time against Israel when she was 
not a nation in Palestine, he would not 
count~creation time against himself 
when he was not creating. Therefore 
any amount of time could have elapsed 
between any two days of Genesis. A 
geological age, or several of them, could 
come between one day of God’s creation 
and the next day of his creation. So 
the long geological ages did not conflict 
with God’s days. 

After we had covered these different 
items about Genesis the school year was 
just closing. Feeling that this evidence 
from Genesis was enough to gain the 
respect of my group for the Bible and 
their interest in future study, I hoped 
to continue the study as originally plan- 
ned. It did not seem wise to ask stu- 
dents who had only the evidence of 
God’s Word as given in Genesis to ac- 
cept Christ as their Saviour. My class, 
however, said they were convinced that 
Christianity was the true religion, as no 
other religion could show any scientific 
evidence of its truth. 

The whole class went to Dr. McAfee 
and told him that they were ready to 
accept the Christian religion. He dealt 
with them, and they accepted Christ as 
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their personal Saviour and joined the 
First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley. 

I shall never forget my experience 
with this group of Chinese students. 
They gave me a silver picture-frame 
from China as a remembrance. It still 
stands on my dresser, holding the pic- 
ture of my first baby. 

This experience has been a strong in- 
centive to me to follow up studies of 
this type. Today, recent developments 
of science have made it possible to give 
much stronger evidences on the inspira- 
tion of the Bible than I was able to give 
to my Chinese class. Genesis in years 
past was the battleground of the atheist 
and the critic against the Bible. In the 
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last few years we have been able to 
watch science change its ideas regarding 
different things and see how, while the 
older ideas did not agree with the Bible, 
the newer positions are in perfect har- 
mony with it. I have followed these 
with something of the same interest that 
I have had in watching the fulfillment 
of prophecy in the Jews’ return to Pal- 
estine and the development of their 
land. Science has given us these devel- 
opments with which we may strengthen 
our faith in God’s Word against the 
forces that would try to tear it down 
and against the rise of unbelief so preva- 
lent in this day. 


(To be continued next week) 








A tue story of a schoolgirl’s 
heartaches and triumph 








Mary Makes the Grade 


By Evelyn M. McClusky asnatenss Doctor, 














morning and find yourself that 

fat?” asked Frank of his pal 
Tom as they passed Mary in the corridor 
of Albright High. 

“Sh —she’ll hear you!” warned Tom. 
“It must be bad enough to be in her 
condition without having you poke fun 
at her.” 

“I’m not poking fun. I’m serious. For 
days I’ve been thinking of her. I'll bet no 
boy has ever dated her out, and maybe 
never will unless I do.” 

“Not conceited at all!” laughed Tom. 
“Now I think Mary has a pleasant 
smile.” 

“Pleasant smile! You mean ‘pathetic.’ 
That girl needs a good traffic break or 
she’ll never make the grade! She’s go- 
ing to graduate in a few weeks, and 
then it would never be natural for me 
to be kind to her, without her taking 
me seriously.” 

“What do you propose, Frank?” 

“Well, I’ll not propose marriage. 
going to invite her to MBC.” 

“Oh, so that’s it! Miracle Book Club 
will be the very thing.” 

“Exactly! And when I bring her to 
the party-rally Friday night I want you 
to be a real pal and take it naturally 
and help me introduce her.” 

“Do you think she’ll go with you after 
hearing you ridicule her?” 

“I hope so. I’m going to talk to her 
after school, so don’t wait for me.” 

“O. K. See you tomorrow.” 

Frank entered a classroom and there 
sat Mary, as usual, in a chair at the 
back, for no seat at a desk was large 
enough for her, and not even the chairs 
with a writing arm would do for her 
three hundred pounds of embarrass- 
ment. 

Frank dropped a note into her open 
book as he passed back of her. 

Color mounted to Mary’s ears. She 
could still hear in memory the words 
Frank had spoken to Tom, “How’d you 
like to wake up some morning and find 
yourself that fat?” She closed her book 
upon the note as if it were a_ spider. 
She wanted to be rid of it, yet she won- 
dered if Frank had apologized. No one 
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had ever given her a note at school be- 
fore. Perhaps this was more ridicule? 
Aften ten minutes of wondering, her 
curiosity gave her boldness to peep: 

“Mary, I want to take you te our Mir- 
acle Book Club party-rally Friday night. 
Tomorrow. May I call for you at seven? 
Frank A.” 

Mary gasped and closed her book with 
such vigor that the snap of it aroused 
inattentive classmates. Several turned 
to stare at her inquiringly. Her flaming 
neck was explained in their eyes by the 
fact that she was embarrassed to have 
called attention to herself. 

“She’s such a timid thing!” whispered 
one girl to another, and her voice car- 
ried to Mary. 

Mary knew she was timid. Gland 
trouble, poverty, and responsibilities in 
a crowded home had added to the in- 
feriority complex for Mary. She had 
told herself that very morning that noth- 
ing in her life was normal; yet here she 
held a note from a boy, and an invita- 
tion ! 

Teacher called upon Mary to recite. 
She was too confused. 

Frank raised his hand and prolonged 
his recitation until Mary was calm. 

Mary was touched by his kindness to 
her. She wanted to go with him. 

As thev left class Frank said with 
rising inflection, “O. K.?” 

“Thank you, but I can’t go.” 

“Oh, now, that’s no way to answer!” 
said the young athlete who had often 
“taken girls places” and always had 
them chasing him. “I hope I haven’t 
offended you?” 

Thinking of the note and her pleasure 
over it, Mary giggled. 

“This noon, I mean.” 

“Oh, then!” Suddenly the large girl 
was silent. After a pause she added, 
“I’m accustomed to that. You canceled 
this noon by what you did in class. I 
appreciate your note, but I wouldn’t 
think of going.” 

“Why?” probed Frank softly. 

“Do you need to know? Or I should 


‘say, ‘Do you need to ask?’” 


“Yes ” 
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His tone was so pleading, genuine, and 
final, that soon Mary heard herself say- 
ing, “I couldn’t make the grade. I can’t 
face the music.” 

“This is not a dance,” said sober 
Frank. “I’m inviting you to the Miracle 
Book Club. That’s where we have a 
great time studying God’s Word to know 
what our Creator has to say. Knowing 
Christ has made the greatest difference 
in my life.” 

“I know it has,” agreed Mary. “You're 
sort of like a knight in a book; but I 
was meaning that I haven’t the nerve 
to be seen with you.” 

“Ashamed of me? 
too much of a sissy?” 

“Oh, NO! You’re grand! But I'd 
embarrass you by everything, by my 
actions as well as by my looks.” 

“I really want you to come to the 
party, Mary. I'll take the chance of 
your actions and your appearance. By 
the way, at club this week we found 
that there is no such word in the Bible 
as chance. Isn’t that interesting? God’s 
Word is sure, forever settled in Heaven, 
and it is settling me. Do you realize 
that God formed his plans before he 
formed Adam and Eve? And he plan- 
ned Calvary before the foundation of 
the world? Think of the loving heart 
of God planning to make it possible to 
bring sinners into his family by taking 
the death penalty of sin for us. He 
loved us enough to die in our place. ... 
All this is becoming so real to me that 
I want my school friends to have the 
peace and joy I have had recently. Mary, 
the Lord has laid you upon my heart 
as a great burden, and my personal re- 
sponsibility ...” 

“Yes, yes,” said Mary giggling again, 
“I’m a great burden all right! But I’ve 
told you I’m not going.” 

“Oh, Mary, you get me wrong. I said 
it wrong. I mean it is my responsibility 
to see that you get to MBC, and so I’m 
coming for you at seven tomorrow 
night.” 

“You are not! I haven’t any party 
dress, if you must know, and the five- 
year-old twins have the whooping 
cough, Dad’s out of a job, Mother’s sick 
in bed, and—don’t you see I can’t go!” 
Mary sighed and wobbled away before 
Frank thought of a rebuttal. 

“What’s come over you, Mary?” asked 
Mother as her tray was brought to her 
bed. “You walk with an air. You've 
managed so well tonight. Everybody 
seems happier.” 

“They’re going to be happier than this, 
too.” 

“What was it that came in the mail 
this afternoon? Did you get it when 
you came home?” 

“It was a copy of ‘His Triumph,’ that 
one of the boys at school sent me. He 
wants me to go to the club party to- 
morrow night, too.” 

“Well, now!” said the mother, 
again, “Well, now.” 

When the others were in bed Mary 
sat up a long time reading her copy 
of ‘His Triumph, the story of the greatest 
conflict in history.’ Frank’s note had 
said to be sure to look at the back pages 


Think I’ve become 


and 


+where she would find the three tenses 


of salvation, so she might get her bal- 
ance and look back to the Crucified One 
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Lesson for January 15 


in Faith, up to the Risen One in Love, 
and on to the Coming One in Hope. 

Frank arrived the next evening at 
seven as he said he would, and to Mary’s 
surprise he took her to the party-rally 
in her school clothes, and assured her 
it was quite the proper costume. 

After that for six weeks Mary at- 
tended MBC every Wednesday after- 
noon, with increasing interest. Then 
after club one day, vice-president Tom 
said, “Who will want some more copies 
of ‘His Triumph’ to give out this week? 
Do you realize that school will be out 
in two weeks and we must get this 
little Gospel of John to our school- 
rnates?” 

“Here’s a quarter. 
Frank. 

“Dime. 
speaking. 

Tom searched the circle to see if other 
faces spoke of willingness to distribute 
the message. Mary’s expression ar- 
rested him. “Want some, Mary?” 

“IT can’t afford any. I’ve no money.” 

Hazel spoke swiftly, “But we give 
them to any member of the club who 
will give them out at high school, 
Mary! Those boys are trying to act the 
big business men, and think they are 
buying their own. It’s naughty of them! 
How many would you like to give out?” 

“Like to!” exclaimed Mary. “I’d like 
to give out a hundred! I wish every one 
in school could have a copy, and that 
it would mean half as much to them as 
it has to me. It has given me a Saviour, 
and now that I have him and know that 
our motto is true, he is making me a 
conqueror day by day, and even having 
Mother sick, and Dad out of work, and 
the kids under my feet can’t kill my 
joy.” : 

“One hundred!” 
once. 

Frank stared at Mary silently for a 
moment, then said, “I challenge you to 
give out one hundred before school is 
out! That will be fifty a week, ten a 
day. Why, it sounds reasonable!” 

It was Mary’s time to be amazed. “Oh, 
I said I’d like to, but you all know me. 
I’m too timid! I couldn’t give out an.” 

“Mary!” It was Hal’s voice, but Mary 
seemed to hear the voice of her Master, 
and felt that she was where a certain 
other Mary had been on a morning when 
the Christ had spoken her name. The 
result was electrifying. 

Mary turned pale, and said slowly, 
with great conviction, “I will.” 

Silently the group stood around. 
Louise sniffled. Frank turned his back 
on the others. Tom rushed to a cabi- 
net and began to count out 100 copies of 
“His Triumph.” Mary received them as 
he counted them, and with her short 
arms loaded she could not gather up her 
school books. + 

Frank noticed this and gathered them 
with his. “I’ll take them for you, Mary. 
I never was so proud of anyone in my 
life. You certainly made the grade to- 
day.” 


Give me five,” said 


Two,” laconic Lewis was 


gasped several at 


* * * 


“T think it is a shame to ‘do’ that 
timid, huge thing that way,” said Mae 
after they left the room. 

Lois said: “I heard Mary say yester- 
day that every one has‘ some handicap, 
and the greater the handicap the greater 
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the victory. _She thanks God she is 
heavy, because there is more of her to 
offer him! Can you imagine that! Ill 
bet she gives them all out, and shames 
all of us! None of us has ever been as 
great a soul as Mary. Her heart is as 
big as her body! Sh—there they come 
back.” 

Mary stood there with fifty little yel- 
low books under each curved arm, and 
said seriously: ‘“Aren’t we going to 
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have prayer about this? Frank says 
that usually you have prayer before 
some great project, but that only the 
saved ones pray and know about the in- 
side workings of the club. I wish to 
confess Christ as my Saviour right now. 
Let’s pray.” And Mary led, simply and 
sweetly, with the confidence of a child. 

Two weeks later she had given out all 
of the one hundred books. 

RICHMOND, CALIF. 
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The Bible Goes to School 


A plan that has received a hearty welcome 


By Berea St. John 














HE Gideon Bibles are marching to 
°[ sencot —a long and significant trek. 

The Gideon camp of America is 
enlarging the place of its tent. It is 
lengthening its cords to reach beyond 
the placing of Bibles in hotel rooms. 
It is sending the Bible back to school. 

Stories of what the Word of God has 
meant to needy souls finding it within 
reach in the hotel rooms of the nation 
are well known,—stories of suicides 
prevented, of broken hearts healed, and 
of broken lives mended. 

Who can foretell the significance of 
the Word of God within reach of young 
minds and hearts? 

Inspired by Canada’s three years of 
placing Bibles in the schools, the Gid- 
eons of America adopted as their na- 
tional objective last year, “The nation’s 
Book in the nation’s schools for the boys 
and girls of America.” Denver, Colo., 
was the first city to follow out this ob- 
jective on a large scale, although other 
states rapidly followed. With the com- 
ing of a broadminded superintendent of 
schools, Dr. Alexander J. Stoddard, and 
the revival of an old Colorado law which 
permits the reading of the Bible with- 
out comment in the public schools, the 
door to the little red schoolhouse was 
opened. 

The actual trek to school began on 
October 25, 1937, when the first Gideon 
Bible was placed in the Skinner Junior 
High School], a large and beautiful build- 
ing on the north side of the city. 

And it was red-headed fourteen-year- 
old Ted Powers that started it. The 
Colorado Gideons’ state president, E. M. 
Cosner, was substitute teacher for a 
Sunday school class one Sunday. Ted 
and one other fourteen-year-old were 
the pupils. Mr. Cosner showed the boys 
a Gideon Bible he kad brought with 
him, and mentioned the fact that the 
Gideons were going to try to get per- 
mission to place these Bibles in the Den- 
ver schools. Nothing else was said. The 
next Sunday Ted reported that he had 
obtained permission to have a Bible in 
his room at school. And so the first 
Bible went to school. 

The support of the superintendent was 
then sought and obtained; and volume 
after volume since has gone to take its 
designated place in some schoolroom. 
Six hundred and fifty Bibles have been 
placed in 68 schools in Denver (at the 
present writing). East High School has 


61, the highest number in any one 
school. Several suburban schools have 
been supplied also, making a total of 
700 Bibles actually placed. 

Contributions have come mainly from 
the Sunday schools of Colorado. The 
response has been so hearty that in the 
first seven months of this year $1,200 
came in—each dollar to go for a Gid- 
eon Bible — and when school begins this 
month, 1,200 copies of the Word of God 
will be “enrolled.” The Bible secretary 
of the Gideons orders Bibles, keeps rec- 
ords, and sends out to the donors re- 
ceipts which read: 

The Gideon Bible which you paid for 
has been placed in ————— School. 
Its number is Keep this card as 
a reminder that you have provided a 
Holy Bible as your missionary where 
thousands of boys and girls will see it 
in the coming years. No one will ever 
know what influence it may have on the 
lives of those who come in contact 
with it. 

The Gideons themselves visit Sunday 
schools and present the project. Funds 
are gathered in the little Gideon dime 
bank books. One dollar was accom- 
panied by the following note: “Enclosed 
find $1 for a Bible for a public school 
from the Primary Department of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance Sun- 
day School, contributed by children be- 
tween two and nine years of age. Every 
penny-of it has been earned by the 
little ones in. such ways as cleaning the 
yard, washing and drying dishes, bring- 
ing in coal, taking out ashes, sweeping 
the floor, going to the store, and one 
little two-year-old earned her contribu- 
bution by picking up her toys.” 

The work is rapidly extending over 
the state. State Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction Inez Johnson Lewis is 
interested in the project and will seek 
the co-operation of superintendents and 
teachers of the state. Many ministerial 
associations and school authorities are 
asking for Bibles. 

And the Bible is being used. The fact 
that a copy goes only to a room from 
which a request has come assures _its 
use. Teachers read passages for a morn- 
ing devotional, they study it as litera- 
ture, they use it in memory work, they 
use it as reference material. Many let- . 
ters have come in from teachers and 
pupils expressing gratitude for the 
Bibles. An increased respect for the 
Word of God has been created. ‘A let- 
ter from a junior high school pupil 
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reads: “We wish to thank you for the 
very lovely Gideon Bibles. We enjoy 
the Scripture reading in assembly on 
Thursday afternoon. Every one stands 
in silence as it is being read.” 

Realizing the general lack of knowl- 
edge of the Bible, and in order to make 
the Bibles more usable, the Denver Gid- 
eons are preparing a list of references 
suitable for student reading. Catchy 
phrases are used to attract the attention 
of the boys and girls, such as “David, 
the Giant Killer,” “Meats to Eat and Not 
to Eat,” “Fiery Serpents, God’s Cure 
for Snake Bites,” and “How Abraham 
and Lot Settled a Quarrel.” 

Hard on the steps of the Bible placing 
project, and an outgrowth of it, has fol- 
lowed another, — the formation of Bible 
research clubs in the schools. Director 
Thomas W. McKee has established a club 
in each of Denver’s five high schools and 
in one junior high school. These are 
regular school clubs, each sponsored by 
a member of the faculty, and they pro- 
vide both Bible study and social contact 
for Christian young people, who cannot 
participate in much of the school’s social 
life. Director McKee organizes clubs 
and aids in arranging the Bible lessons 
which cover a wide variety of subjects, 
such as archeology, chemistry, astron- 
omy, and other fields, in the light of 
God’s Word. 

The Bible’s march to school promises 
adventure in its wake—adventure in 
the fields of Bible study, of evangelism, 
of Christian living. It is no wonder that 
this movement has caught the imagina- 
tions and stirred the hearts of Christian 
people. 

“The nation’s Book in the nation’s 
schools for the boys and girls of 
America.” 

DENVER, COLO. 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















Beds of Ivory 


AD I no other proof of the divine 
origin of the Scripture I should still 
be convinced by its unique power to 
make me uncomfortable. There must be 
life in it that it can so illuminate the 
hidden thoughis and intents of my heart, 
hidden even from me. In life there is 
light. Some such illumination was 
vouchsafed to me the other night in 
prayer meeting. We are studying Amos, 
and were in the sixth chapter. “Ye... 
that lie upon beds of ivory ... eat the 
lambs out of the flock, and the calves 
out of the stall .. . that sing idle songs 
.. invent... instruments of music... 
are not grieved for the affliction of 
Joseph.” 

I had often thought of the passage 
as.a vivid picture of Israel in her de- 
cline, applicable also to decadent Rome 
and to other systems that have had their 
day and ceased to be; but suddenly the 
words came keenly alive with a rebuke 
as stinging and potent as when the 
rough clad herdsman of Tekoa stood, 
an uninvited and unwelcome guest, at 
that festival in Bethel so long ago. 
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One need not be a bloated plutocrat 
or even an economic royalist to be in- 
cluded in the indictment. One may be 
only a decent middle class citizen, per- 
haps a little past middle life, a little 
weary with having borne the burden 
and heat of the day, comfortable in the 
feeling that an easy chair by the reading 
lamp is a place of well earned repose, 
indulging the while a natural compla- 
cence that the place of rest happens to 
be in the Midwest, well out of reach of 
bombs and earthquakes and even forest 
fires. But there’s no discharge in the 
army of the Lord while yet the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain. 
There'll be a long time to rest, once 
creation has been delivered out of the 
bondage of corruption into the liberty 
of the gicry of the children of God. 

Well may we thank God that in his 
great mercy he leadeth us now and 
then beside the still waters and even 
maketh us to lie down in green pastures; 
but he never intends that we lapse into 
a permanent state of coma there. Once 
we are refreshed we may have to de- 
scend into the valley of the shadow. We 
can bhesax the peace of green pastures and 
still water deep in our inmost hearts 
even in the hour of conflict, but let’s 
beware those enticing beds of ivory. 
Even now the anguish of God’s elect 
cries out that the night is far spent, the 
day at hand. This is no time to be drug- 
ged with comfort, lulled with idle songs. 
It is a time for girding on the armor 
of light, a time to watch and pray. 


The Latest News from 
Arousiag Stepanian 


ROUSIAG STEPANIAN has arrived 
in Beirut, Syria, as the TImMeEs 
learned from a cable message from 

her on October 17. There has been 
hardly enough time to receive any let- 
ter from her, telling of her first impres- 
sions of the. work to which she has been 
called. The account of the work was 
given quite fully in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times of May 14, 1938, and at this time 
the Times is putting before its readers, 
many of whom have been deeply inter- 
ested in her long preparation and her 
definite call to a work among the Ar- 
menian church schools in Beirut for 
the benefit of Armenian children and 
young people, her own declared pur- 
poses in answering that call as follows: 


“Go ye into all the world, and. preach the 
gospel te =very creature. ... Say not ye, 
There are yet four months, and then cometh 
the harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift 
up your eyes, and look on the fields; for 
they are white already to harvest” (Mark 
16:15; John 4:35). 


The command is go. The Lord calls some 
as evangelists, some as doctors and nurses, 
and sti]! others as teachers. Whatever the 
medium, the end must be to win souls for 
him. “He that winneth souls is wise.” Any 
enterprise devoid of soul winning objective 
is futile. ‘For what is a man profited, if he 
shall gair the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his sol?” (Matt. 16:26.) One of the 
greatest blessings and privileges that can 
come to an individual is to be called as an 
ambassador for him in a needy field. How 
I praise hi, to have been so honored by 
him, unworthy that I am! The burden of 
the need, spiritual as well as temporal, 


-overwhelms me sometimes, but how rich are 


his promises! “He that spared not his own 
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Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely give us 
all things?” (Rom. 8:32). All things in- 
cludes all needs temporal or spiritual ! 

Christian education among the children 
has nearly always gone hand in hand with 
other lines of missionary enterprise. This 
method of procedure can prove to be most 
practical and fruitful, for in this way a per- 
manent foundation can be laid. 

In Syria there is no government school 
system, nor free schools. Hence each 
church or mission carries on its own schools, 
and of course takes every opportunity to 
indoctrinate the students with its particu- 
lar beliefs. What an opportunity therefore 
the church school has to train the children 
in the way of the Lord while their minds 
are plastic, through a systematic Bible study 
daily, devotional and other spiritual activ- 
ities! What an opportunity to reach the 
parents as well as the community through 
the children! ‘Suffer little children, and 
forbid them not, to come unto me: for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 19: 
14). ; 

As I once more turn my face toward the 
East to work for him, I covet your prayer- 
ful interest. Let me take this opportunity 
also to thank you, my friends in the Lord, 
for all that you have done for me. If you 
will accept as a recompense, my giving to 
others that which you have given me, we 
shall both give the honor and glory to him. 
Thank you sincerely ! 


Contributions wiil be welcomed from 
those who would like to have a share 
in this Bible training and evangelistic 
work. Gifts may be sent to Philip E. 
Howard, Trustee, in care of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. The American sponsoring 
committee is composed of the following: 

Wilmer B. Coleman of Grace Chapel, Phila- 
delphia, Chairman; John G. Harris of the 
same church, Secretary; the Rev. Charles 
Ferguson Ball, pastor of Bethany Collegiate 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia; Leonard 
R. Dirks of the same church; the Rev. T. 
Roland Philips of the Arlington Presbyterian 
Church, Baltimore; the Rev. A. H. Hartun- 
ian, Chairman of the Armenian Foreign Mis- 
sions Committee and pastor of the Armenian 
M. E. Church, Philadelphia; together with 


Philip. E. Howard, President of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


Unbiblical 
“Biblical Archeology” 


By William A. Corey, B.Sc. 


HE Delta Upsilon Quarterly, an in- 

tercollegiate magazine published for 
the alumni of a number of associated 
colleges, in its July issue a year ago 
printed an article on “Recent Biblical 
Archeology.” The author is Dr. George 
S. Duncan, Professor of Egyptology and 
Assyriology in the American University, 
Washington, D. C. 

In this article seven points are noted 
in which, it is claimed, “archeology 
throws much light on the Scriptures.” 

The first paragraph, setting forth the 
first of the seven points, has amusing 
statements. The entire paragraph fol- 
lows: 

“Archeology throws much light on the 
Scriptures. From several points of view 
this can be seen. We mention seven: 
Archeology amplifies Biblical statements 
by. giving important additional informa- 
tion. Jericho fell before the attack of 
, the Israelites under Joshua about 1200 
B. C. It has been a puzzle to know just 
what caused the fall of the walls. This 


(Continued on page 969) 




















Lesson for fentery 15 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES * 963 














LESSON 3. JANUARY 15. PETER SEES CHRIST'S GLORY 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 17: 1-18; 2 Peter 1: 16-18; printed text, Matthew 17: 1-9, 14-18 
Golden Text.—We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father.—John 1: 14 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Matthew 17:1-9, 14-18 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 17:1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and 
John his brother, and bringeth them up into a high mountain 
apart, 

2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine 
as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 

3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias 
talking with him. 

4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good 
for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three taber- 
nacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 

6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and 
were sore afraid. 

7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be 
not afraid. 

8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, 
save Jesus only. 

9 And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged 
them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man 
be risen again from the dead. 


14 And when they were come to the multitude, there came 
to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, 

15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore 
vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 

16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not’ cure 
him. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 17:1 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, 
and !James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into 
a high mountain apart: 2 and he was transfigured before them; 
and his face did shine as the sun, and his garments became white 
as the light. 3 And behold, there appeared unto them Moses 
and Elijah talking with him. 14 And Peter answered, and said 
unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, 1 
will make here three *tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah. 5 While he was yet speaking, behold, 
a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold, a voice out of 
the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye him. 6 And when the disciples heard it, they 
fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 7 And Jesus came and 
touched them and said, Arise, and be not afraid. 8 And lifting 
up their eyes, they saw no one, savé Jesus only. 

9 And as they were coming ‘down from the mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the 
Son of man be risén from the dead. 


14 And when they were come to the multitude, there came 
to him a man, kneeling to him, and saying, 15 Lord, have mercy 
on my son: for he is epileptic, and suffereth grievously; for oft- 
times he falleth into the fire, and oft-times into the water. 16 And 
I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 
17 And Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse gener- 
ation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I bear with 
you? bring him hither to me. 18 And Jesus rebuked him; and the 
demon went out of him: and the boy was cured from that hour. 








17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer 


you? bring him hither to me. 


18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: 
and the child was cured from that very hour. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS in Second Peter 1, verses 16 to 18, 
| that we learn the true significance of 

the transfiguration. It was a sample, 
as it were, of the power and coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, 
it was the coming Kingdom of God in 
miniature. Christ himself appearing in 
glory was the center of that wondrous 
scene. In Moses we see pictured the 
state of those who pass through death, 
but will be raised in glorified bodies. 
Elijah pictures the living saints who 
will be changed and caught up to be 
with Christ at his coming. Then the 
three disciples in their natural bodies 
set forth the earthly saints who will en- 
joy the blessings of the Kingdom in this 
world during the millennial reign of the 
Lord Jesus. Christ relieving the dis- 
tress of the poor anguished father by 
delivering his demon-controlled son 
from Satan’s power, at the foot of the 
mountain, speaks too of the powers of 
the coming age, when blessing will flow 
forth to all mankind from the exalted 
Saviour reigning in righteousness as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. All 
this confirmed the word of prophecy 
and made clearer to the disciples, in 
after days, what God has in store for 
his saints and the world at large when 
the hour of Christ’s glory shall come. 


10Or, Jacob. ?Or, booths. 
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The Historical Setting 


It -was following six days after the 
Lord Jesus had made the cryptic an- 
nouncement that some standing by him 
should see the Kingdom of God ere they 
died, that he led the chosen three up 


the slopes of Mount Hermon, where they | 


spent the night together, and the won- 
derful scene of the transfiguration was 
unfolded to them. The date is uncertain, 
but was probably in A. D. 32. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 17:1—“After six days.” Luke 
says “about an eight days after.” There 
is no discrepancy. After six days, not 
counting the day on which the an- 
nouncement was made, would be the 
eighth day from the time when Jesus 
spoke to them. Most scholars are now 
agreed that Hermon, not Tabor, was the 
“high mountain” referred to. 


Verse 2.—“Transfigured before them.” 
The word is redlly “metamorphosed.” 
The glory of his inward being shone 
out through the veil of his flesh, thus 
displaying the effulgence of his deity. 


Verse 3—“‘There appeared unto them 
Moses and Elias talking with him.” 
Moses was the lawgiver, who had passed 
through death; Elijah was the restorer, 
who had been caught up without dying. 
These clearly represent the resurrected 
and the changed saints at the coming of 
our Lord, when both alike shall be 
caught up to meet him and be like him, 
when we shall see him as he is. 


Verse 4—“‘Three tabernacles.” That 


Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


is, three tents, or booths. So dazzled 
and thrilled was Peter by that scene of 
glory that he would have set up an en- 
campment, that the holy visitors might 
have remained among them. His three 
booths would have put the Lord Jesus 
and the two prophets all, as. it were, on 
one level. 


Verse 5—“My beloved Son.” The 
Father gives the pre-eminent place at 
once to the Lord Jesus, designating him 
as the Son of his love, in whom he has 
found all his delight. He would have 
them recognize his authority, and heed 
his words. 


Verse 6.—‘Sore afraid.” The majestic 
voice of deity speaking from the cloud 
filled their souls with terror, as when 
Israel heard the voice of God at Sinai. 


Verse 7.—“‘Be not afraid.” The Lord 
Jesus touched them and bade their fears 
depart. With him as the Mediator be- 
tween God and men, there was no occa- 
sion to tremble or be alarmed. 


Verse 8.—“Jesus only.” Looking up, 
they saw that the prophets had van- 
ished and Jesus alone was with them 
— he, the all-sufficient Saviour. 


Verse 9.—“Until the Son of man be 
risen.” The Lord commanded them not. 
to reveal the vision of the coming King- 
dom to any until after his own death 
and resurrection, for there could not be 
the Kingdom without the cross and the 
empty tomb. He must suffer and rise 
again ere he should enter into his glory. 


Verse 14—“When they were come to 
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the multitude.” After the vision comes 
service. At the foot of the mountain, as 
they descended in the morning, they at 
once encountered a needy throng, to 
whom it was now incumbent on them 
to minister. 


Verse 15.—‘He is lunatick.” A father 
was there pleading for help because of 
the pitiable state of his demon-possessed 
son, whose mind was deranged by his 
affliction. 

Verse 16.—“‘They could not cure him.” 
The Lord Jesus had given his disciples 
authority over unclean spirits, but they 
were lacking in faith and _ spiritual 
energy. 

Verse 17.—“‘Bring him hither to me.” 
This is ever our privilege: to bring to 
Christ himself all the cases that are too 
difficult for us. He delights to under- 
take for them, giving deliverance from 
Satan’s power and the gladness of his 
salvation to those who submit to his 
authority. 

Verse 18.—“The child was cured.” One 
can imagine the joy of that father as he 
realized that his loved son, who had 
been so cruelly afflicted, was now freed 
from the evil spirit who had cursed 
his life for so long. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


He who is the delight of the Father’s 
heart finds his greatest joy in manifest- 
ing the riches of his grace to needy sin- 
ners. While his condition on the mount 
was one of indescribable glory, his heart 
was the same as when he walked among 
men in lowliness and compassion. And 
so it is still. He abides for eternity “the 
same Jesus.” To him we may bring 
our dear ones for whose welfare we 
are concerned, assured that his interest 
in them is deeper and tenderer than ours 
ever can be. Fullness of grace resides 
in him, for the benefit of all who come 
to him in their need and distress. When 
at last he returns to reign and “every 
eye shall see him” (Rev. 1:7), he will 
be the very same as when he ministered 
so lovingly to those who sought his 
favor in the days of his flesh. 

Lesson Outlines 
ON THE MOUNT OF VISION 
A Wondrous Scene 

1. The Lord Jesus, the glorified Christ 

2. Moses, type of the risen saints 

3. Elijah, type of those changed at his 
coming 

Peter’s Blunder 
The effort to put all on one level 
The Father’s Voice 

The Son supreme and to be obeyed 

implicitly 
The Last Scene 
“Jesus Only” 

Delivering grace follows the great rev- 

elation 
“Jesus ONLY” 
Matt. 17:8 

The Father’s delight (Matt. 17:5) 

The only Saviour (Acts 4:12) 

The heart’s object (Phil. 3:8) 

The all-sufficient One (Phil. 4:13) 

The unchanging One (Heb. 13:8) 

The center of Heaven’s worship (Rev. 
5:6) 

The light of the city of God (Rev. 21: 
23) 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times C y, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


3. January 15.—Peter Sees Christ’s Glory. 
Matthew 17:1-18; 2 Peter 1:16-18 

4. January 22.—Peter Denies His Lord. 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 

5. January 29.—Peter Declares His Love. 
John 21:11-19 

6. February 5.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 





Oe Acts 2:5-18, 36-41 
7. February 12.—Peter Heals a Lame 
, | ers error Acts 3:1 to 4:22 


8. February 19.—Beverage Alcohol and 
Its Social Perils (A social aspect of 
the liquor problem). 
Amos 6:1-6; 1 Peter 2:11, 12; 4:1-5 
9. February 26.—Peter in Samaria. Acts 8:4-25. 
10. March 5.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 


Acts 10:1-48 
11. March 12.—Peter Delivered from 
WUE. eo areeie is Ona vs Acts 12:5-17 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The glorified Christ. On the mount 
the three chosen disciples were given 
a vision of our Lord as he will be when 
he appears in glory, when all the king- 
doms of this world shall become the 
Kingdom of our God and of his Christ. 
Then we who trust him and follow him 
in the time of his rejection shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is 
(1 John 3:2). 


Heavenly Recognition. It is noticeable 
that when the disciples lifted up their 
eyes they saw Moses and Elijah. They 
recognized them instantly, yet they had 
never beheld a likeness of them, and 
both had passed from this scene many 
hundreds of years before. So shall it 
be when we are caught up to meet the 
Lord. Then we shall know as we our- 
selves have been known of God. . 


“Jesus Only.” It is the mind of God 
that his beloved Son should have the 
place of pre-eminence (Col. 1:18; Phil. 
2:10, 11). No created being, however 
honorable, shall ever be put on an equal- 
ity with him; yet in wondrous grace, 
we who believe are “accepted in the 
beloved” (Eph. 1:6), and are as dear to 
God as he (John 17:23). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we who profess to be disciples of 
Christ living so close to him that he can 
open up to us heavenly secrets? 


“Where there is no vision, the people 
perish” (Prov. 29:18). Have we “open 
vision” (1 Sam. 3:1), and can we say 
with Paul, “I was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision”? (Acts 26:19.) 

Peter often blundered by speaking 
out when he should have been silent. 
Are we swift to hear, but slow to speak? 
(Jas. 1:19.) 

Are we content to share Christ’s re- 
jection now, confident that soon we shall 
share his glory, when he returns to 
reign over a redeemed universe? 

Have you loved ones who are unsaved 
and controlled by Satanic power? What 
a blessed privilege it is to bring them 
to the Lord Jesus that he may give them 
the deliverance they need! 

When people come to us for spiritual 
help, are we, like the nine disciples at 
the foot of the mount, powerless to aid 
because out of touch with the Saviour? 
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Can you think of any higher privilege 
than to behold the glories of Christ and 
then to be sent out to make him known 
to others? 


Unbelief and powerlessness are always 
linked together. Have we such implicit 
confidence in God and his Word that we 
dare to act upon his commands, knowing 
that he will enable us to do that to 
which he has called us? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The three disciples, Peter, James, and 
John, entered into the mind of Christ 
more fully than the rest, so on various 
occasions we find him sharing with them 
what he did not share with the other 
nine. 


The shining face of the Lord Jesus is 
the manifestation of the glory of his 
deity (see 2 Cor. 4:6). 


The glistening robes of white that 
clothed the Lord upon the mount set 
forth the perfect righteousness of his 
humanity. 


Moses and Elijah spoke with him of 
his death so soon to be accomplished; 
for the law and the prophets bear wit- 
ness alike to the need of that propitia- 
tion which he alone could make. 


Peter meant to honor the Lord Jesus 
by putting him on the same high plane 


vas Moses and Elijah, but he was really 


degrading him, for they were but serv- 
ants and he is Lord of all. 


When we see “Jesus only” as Saviour 
and Lord, we are ready to go down to 
minister to a needy world. 


John the Baptist came preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the remis- 
sion of sins in order that Israel might 
be ready to welcome their King; and 
so he was in spirit a second Elijah call- 
ing the people back to God. 


It is a pitiable thing when a disciple 
of Christ is out of touch with his Lord 
and so unable to meet the need of trou- 
bled ones who look to him for help and 
encouragement. 


We are called to go from the mount of 
vision into the world of sin and sorrow, 
to reflect the glory of Christ and to 
make known to others the wonders of 
his grace. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


F WHAT was the transfiguration scene 
a picture? 

2. As representatives of the Old Testa- 
ment economy, what do Moses and Elijah 
stand for? 

3. What do they represent in view of the 
coming Kingdom? 

4. What was Peter’s blunder? 

5. How did God the Father rebuke him? 


6. Who filled the vision of the souls of 
the disciples when the cloud lifted? 

7. What did our Lord command concern- 
ing the vision? 

8. What did they encounter when they 
descended from the mount? 

9. How did the Lord Jesus meet the need? 


10. What explained the powerlessness~ of 
the disciples? ~ 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 968 of this issue. 
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Lesson for January 15 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two’ dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months.in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


How God Gave Holiness.—The fashion 
of his countenance was altered (Luke 9: 
29). Miss S. A. Lindenberger tells of a 
missionary from India who, longing for 
a holy life, asked the Lord to teach her, 
if it were possible. Going to a conven- 
tion she saw a face which had upon it 
the peace and joy of Heaven. Day after 
day she watched the minister, but saw 
always the same serenity and glory. She 
went home praising God that he had 
answered her prayer and shown her a 
living example of holiness, and she soon 
entered into the joy of the radiant life. 
She wrote and told the brother that his 
face had been God’s message to her. 
He wrote her that he had been obliged 
to give up his pastorate and all active 
work because of failing health, and he 
had asked God in some way to use his 
silence.—From Arnold’s Commentary. 
Sent by Mrs. Alta Wetmore, Springfield, 
Mo. Prize illustration. 


The Missing Note.—And, behold, there 
appeared unto them Moses and Elias 
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talking with him (v. 3). Sometimes I 
feel that Christ would find himself a 
little lonely in our churches today. I 
can imagine him sitting in humble dis- 
guise in the churches, and then, when 
he came out, saying, “They spoke ear- 
nestly of me as a helper, as one who 
sympathizes with all the oppressed, as 
one who hates injustice and hypocrisy 
and war. All that was good, but I waited 
in vain to hear them speak of that about 
which Moses and Elijah spoke with me 
on the mount, that which is dearest to 
my heart, and dearest to the heart of 
my Father, in Heaven, how I died on the 
cross for their sins.”—From “Peter and 
His Lord,” by Clarence E. Macartney. 
Sent by Mrs. Robert L. Vining, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 


He Saw the Best.—They saw no man, 
save Jesus only ‘iv. 8). A little blind 
boy was calling at the house of a friend, 
and a little girl with whom he was play- 
ing said pitifully to him, “I am so sorry 
you cannot see me.” “Hoot,” said the 
little chap, “it’s nae loss. I see a better 
— Jesus, the altogether lovely, an’ ye 
canna: beat that.”,—From Henry Picker- 
ing. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


The Holy Spirit and Christ.—They saw 
.. . Jesus (v. 8). In Edinburgh there 
stands an old castle, a lovely thing to 
look at. The city fathers have recently 
installed flood lighting there. It is a 
beautiful thing on a dark evening to 
look away up to the dark night sky and 
see against that inky blackness, a won- 
derful fairy castle, brilliantly lit, all its 
lineaments so clear and plain to see. 


“THEY LOOKED UNTO HIM, AND WERE RADIANT:” 














e all, with unveiled 
face reflecting as a 
mirror the glory of the 
Cord, are* transformed 
into the same image 
from glory to glory, 


even as from the Lord 





the Spirit.” 
2Cor. 3:18 ARV. 
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You cannot see the lamps; they are hid- 
den. But you can see the castle and 
every detail of it. The Holy Spirit is 
just like that, if I may say so: he 
illumines the Lord Jesus Christ for you. 
When you are busy with thoughts of 
Christ, of his glory, and the wonders of 
his grace, be sure the Holy Spirit is do- 
ing the work he came to do — manifest- 
ing Jesus.—From The King’s Business. 
Sent by Roger J. Wells, Mooers Forks, 
me oe 


A Prayer We All Need.—Jesus only 
(v. 8). A dear friend once sent me a 
picture from Rome, with a prayer that 
it might be fulfilled in me. It was a 
photograph of the old painting of John 
leaning on Jesus’ breast. As I studied it, 
I noticed that I could not see the face of 
John at all. The form of his head was 
visible, but his face was buried on the 
bosom of Jesus, and the Master’s face 
was beaming over him with its light and 
love.—From the late A. B. Simpson, in 
Alliance Weekly. Sent by M. L. Haskell, 
Norton, Kans. 


Demon-Possession Today.—And Jesus 
rebuked the devil; and he departed out 
of him (v. 18). A missionary in the 
South Sea Evangelical Mission, work- 
ing in the Solomon Islands, thinks that 
those who scoff at the reality of Satan 
and demons would revise their theology 
if they could be in a heathen village 
for a few days. He tells of a notorious 
old witch doctor whose mind was in- 
capable of grasping spiritual ideas. When 
he was convicted of sin and accepted 
Christ, his mind cleared, and his joy 
was unbounded. But Satan did not easily 
release him. Next day a man hurried 
to the mission, crying, “Come, quick! 
Old Mae-hue shake-shake too much; old 
fella devil come back!” The old man 
was found grasping the rafters of his 
low dwelling, shaking the building with 
great power, and crying out in an un- 
earthly way. Prayer was offered, and 
soon Mae-hue called out, “Lord Jesus, 
save me from this devil’s power.” Im- 
mediately he fell exhausted to the floor 
and slept heavily for a few hours. He 
soon recovered, and has gone on since, 
a happy Christian.—Ffrom The Mission- 
ary Review of the World. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 
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From the Platform 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that, although we cannot see 
the Lord Jesus with our physical eyes or hear 
him with our physical ears, as did Peter, never- 
theless, we can just as truly see him with the 
eyes of faith and hear him speak to us through 
the written Word. We thank thee, too, for 
thy Holy Spirit whom he sent, when he left 
this earth in physical form, so that we might 
have an infallible guide to lead us into all 
truth. In these days when there are so 
many confusing voices speaking to us, we 
pray thee to keep our ears sensitive and open 
to the voice of thy Son. First of all and above 
all may we “hear him,’’—in the early morn- 
ing watch, and whenever we read thy Word, 


or hear it read and explained to us by faithful ~ 


teachers and preachers. Then, having heard 
him, may we go forth empowered for what- 
ever service thou art expecting of us. We ask , 
this in his dear name and for his sake. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—Did you ever try 
to look at the sun shining in the noonday 
sky? You found that your eyes could 
not bear its brilliance. Well, Matthew 
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tells us, the face of the Lord Jesus, on 
that wonderful night on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, shone as the sun and 
that his clothes became white as the 
light. Peter and those who were with 
him could not bear the sight of the glo- 
rious person they saw, even though they 
knew it was the One they had walked 
and talked with for many months. For 
a little while, the glorious deity of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords shone 
through the human form that he wore, 
and transformed even his clothing into 
garments of light. But does it not amaze 
us when we read in God’s Word that this 
same glorious One is willing to come 
and live in our hearts? Some of us have 
already welcomed him in. At our best 
we are dull and unattractive. But every 
one of us may have his glorious beauty 
shining out through our lives so that 
others may be attracted to him and thus 
may come to love him and serve him, 
too. No child of God, no matter how 
faithful or valuable a servant, is of any 
importance compared to the Lord Jesus 
himself. Moses was not important; Eli- 
jah was not important; it was the Lord 
Jesus that mattered on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. And it is he that makes 
all the difference in these lives of ours. 
Let us not do anything, then, that would 
dim or mar the vision of the Lord Jesus 
that others see in us. Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Early Circles.—Jesus taketh Peter, 
James, and John .... apart (Matt. 17:1). 
The Lord Jesus taught that his disciples 
then and now are workers together with 
him, and that where two or three are 
gathered together, “there am I in the 
midst” (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 6:1; Matt. 18: 
20). 

Jesus himself says he wants to be 
coupled up with us. One of his illus- 
trations is the yoke (Matt. 11:29). 

Awhile ago I heard a minister calling 
atiention to the several circles that made 
up the beginning of the Christian 
Church. I thought of the “circles” that 
make up the splendid wheels of my 
automobile which carry me along the 
highways so smoothly and safely. 

There was the circle of the “500,” the 
“tire” in close touch with the road. Then 
the “120,” the “rim” that holds the tire. 
Next the “12,” the steel disc that sup- 
ports the rim. Back next the hub the 
“3” holding securely fast to the hub, that 
perfect piece of mechanism that makes 
the successful wheel. 

But we are studying Peter in this 
series, and here we behold him in spite 
of all his faults, right here in the inner- 
most circle, right at the very center, 
along with the beloved John — John, to 
whom the Lord Jesus willed his mother ! 
Peter is the great hope for most of us. 
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Faith Clinching.—-This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear 
ye him iv. 5). The other day I was in 
Buckingham Palace attending the re- 
ception by King Edward of the women 
who had the honor and privilege of 
presentation at Court. (I was there by 
pictures.) 

It was held out doors. The young 
women, fully clothed up to the chin and 
down to the shoes, fore and aft, moved 
along in a slow tempo and made an all- 
the-way-down curtsey when opposite 
the King. His Majesty’s big job seemed 
to be to hide his boredom. The picture 
did not indicate how long the King had 
been “receiving,” but it made me think 
of a reception at the family of an old 
friend in a Philadelphia suburb. He 
had been standing for three hours in a 
function with his wife and _ several 
daughters. I came up and apologized 
for Mrs. Ridgway not being able to 
come and pay her respects upon the 
happy occasion. 

My friend cried, “Bill Ridgway, I 
thought you had more sense than to 
come to a thing like this when you did 
not have to!” The men standing near 
about exploded with laughter. This is 
how the average man looks upon the 
average reception, and no doubt how 
King Edward looked upon “the pre- 
sented at Court” of which he was the 
victim. 

The next picture they showed was the 
dedication of the Canadian Memorial at 
Viney Ridge. It was a “talkie,” and oh, 
what a different King Edward. Wher- 
ever the picture was shown the English 
citizen heard his King’s voice. And 
what a thrill he got out of it! I am 
- generations away from my English for- 
bears, yet I got a great “kick” out of 
hearing the New King’s voice. 


I have used quite a lot of words that ~ 


it might be a little bit appreciated how 
Peter and his associates must have felt 
~to hear God’s voice approving his be- 
loved Son. We can understand how two 
of these disciples died for that voice and 
the third gladly suffered for the reality 
of it. 

Men of this sort, plain fisher folk, do 
not die for lies. Modern men who in 
their souls hear the voice of God saying, 
“My beloved Son,” go out and die for the 
Great Truth of it (Rom. 8:36; Matt. 24: 
9; Rev. 16:6). 


Mr. Devil.—Bring him . . . to me. And 
Jesus rebuked the devil; and he de- 
parted (vs. 17, 18). The three Intimates 
are privileged to see the glory of the 
Lord Jess with the heavenly visitors, 
Moses and Elijah, and to hear Heaven’s 
voiced credential. This is the first favor 
given them. Then they see his glory as 
manifested in his victory over the Devil 
and his work. 

What I like about this incident is the 
fact that Mr. Devil cannot stand the 
“rebuking” of the Lord Jesus, and “he 
departed.” He happens to be that kind 
of Mr. Devil, fortunately for some of 
us humans! 

When a young fellow “goes to the 
Devil” it is because Mr. Devil gets no 
rebuking. Are we not told, if we rebuke 
the Devil he will turn tail and run? 
Oh, it is “resist” and not rebuke, and 
it is “flee” and not the colloquial “turn 
tail” (Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:9; Eph. 4:27). 


\ 


December 31, 1938 


Because this truth has been stated a 
little differently, is why you are going 
to remember it. You see, I want it to 
be always remembered that the: Devil 
may always be overcome by you, as he 
was by the Lord Jesus, if you have the 
Christ life in you (Matt. 4:1-11). 

I have always liked the old story of 
the colored slave. He did not have the 
words to make much of a prayer, but 
when the Devil came to tempt him he 
would drop on his knees and cry, “Oh, 
Lawd, look out fer ya property, look 
out fer ya property!” Which, after all, 
is a pretty good sort of prayer, for we 
are told, “Ye are not your own... ye 
are bought with a price.” 

In this connection, here is another 
story the evangelist Dr. Wilbur Chap- 
man used to tell. He was walking along 
the street in a Southern city, with an 
old-time colored preacher. “Brother 
Johnson,” said Dr. Chapman, “in your 
ministry do you have any trouble with 
the doctrine of Election?” 

“Brer Chapman, dat don’t bother me 
none. Ya see, it’s just this away: the 
Lawd he votes fer ya, an’ the Debbel 
him_votes agin ya, an’ the ‘lection goes 
just the way ya votes yaself!” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Today, leave Peter still in the center of 
the board, and move the figure of Christ 
down to No. 3. Have a small piece of gilt 
paper representing the glory of the trans- 
figuration to put next to No. 3. Give the 
children a yellow card for the Memory 
Verse (Psa. 77:14). 











UST about a week after -Peter’s great 

confession which we studied last Sun- 
day, the Lord Jesus took Peter and 
James and John with him and climbed 
a high mountain. When they reached 
the top, Luke tells us the disciples were 
sleepy. Suddenly the Lord Jesus was 
changed as they looked at him. His face 
shone as the sun. His clothes became as 
shining as sunlight. While the disciples 
were looking in wonder at him, Moses 
and Elias suddenly stood there talking 
with him. They had both been dead 
hundreds of years, but there they were, 
talking to the Lord Jesus. 

I should think even impulsive Peter 
would have been quiet before such a 
wonder, but he wasn’t. He was excited, 
and he began to talk; Mark says he 
talked, not knowing what he said, be- 
cause he was scared. 

He wanted to build three huts out of 
limbs of trees, one for the Lord Jesus 
and one for Moses and one for Elias. 
Poor Peter! He was still trying to do 
things in his own way. What use would 
such huts be to a glorified Lord, and two 
glorified beings from Heaven? 

But while Peter was talking, a bright 
and shining cloud overshadowed them 
and a Voice spoke out of the cloud, say- 
ing, “This is ‘my beloved Son, in whom 


)I am well pleased; hear ye him.” 


At last even Peter was silenced. The 
disciples fell on their faces, very much 
frightened. And then the Lord Jesus 
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came and touched them and said, “Arise, 
and be not afraid.” And when they 
opened their eyes, there was no one 
there but the Lord Jesus, just as he had 
been when they climbed the mountain. 
He told them not to tell anyone what 
they had seen until after he had risen 
from the dead. 

Today we leave Peter in the center of 
the picture, move the picture of the Lord 
Jesus down opposite No. 3, putting this 
little bit of glory in next the number, to 
remind us‘of the transfiguration. Print 
your Memory Verse (Psa. 77:14) on your 
cards to take home, and tell the story 
of the lesson to your mother and daddy. 

Some day all those who believe in 
Jesus Christ will see him in glory, not 
for a few moments, as Peter and James 
and John did, but forever. 

Will you be there? 


MopestTo, CALIF. 
ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Practical (?) Peter. 


Discussion: When a fellow gets a real 
vision, what is the best way to preserve 
it? (See Acts 26:19.) 


Objective: Translating vision into life. 











AY, fellows, we have another in- 

stance of Peter’s propensity for “cut- 
‘ting in.” On top of the Mount of Trans- 
figuration five persons spoke. God spoke 
(Matt.. 17:5), Moses and Elias spoke (v. 
3), the Lord Jesus spoke (v. 7), and 
Peter spoke (v. 4). John and James were 
silent. Peter would have done better to 
be silent, too, “for he wist not what to 
say” (Mark 9:6), and that which he did 
say, he said “not knowing what he said” 
(Luke 9:33). 

Moses and Elias talked with the Lord 
Jesus of his coming death at Jerusalem 
(Luke 9:31); God spoke, owning and ex- 
alting his Son, the Lord Jesus (Matt. 
17:5); the Lord Jesus said, “Arise, and 
be not afraid” (v. 7). Peter talked about 
building tabernacles there on the moun- 
taintop—three tabernacles—one for 
the Lord Jesus, one for Moses, and one 
for Elias! Can you imagine it? What 
sort of tabernacles? Permanent or tem- 
porary? Possibly just temporary, made 
of brush, like an arbor; but even at that, 
think of the time it would take (they 
would have had to gather the brush), 
and how it would have interrupted or 
delayed the divine program in the trans- 
figuration. 

If these structures had been completed, 
how would they have been used— 
would the Lord and Moses and Elias 
each take a seat in his own appointed 
arbor, under the direction of Master 
of Ceremonies Peter? And after they 
got in, what next? Peter evidently had 
not thought out any plan further than 
that — if indeed he thought at all. Peter, 
as usual, was just exploding. 

Did you notice what brought Peter to 
his senses? Suddenly “a bright cloud 
overshadowed them: and behold a voice 
out of the cloud, which said, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him” (v. 5). Not “hear Peter,” 
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but HIM. God did not rebuke Peter; 
he just ignored his remark. And when 
that mighty Voice spoke, the disciples 
“fell on their face, and were sore afraid” 
(v. 6). 

Now, fellows, no matter how much of 
Peter’s faults we may see, there is always 
something redeeming about him. Of 
course, so far as Peter thought at all, 
his motive was not bad. He wanted to 
make his own contribution to this mar- 
velous event —as if it needed anything 
further to make it glorious! And doubt- 
less he soon discovered his mistake. 

Also, in spite of his confused mind 
(see Luke 9:32), Peter did get a glorious 
vision that day, for afterward when he 
became a chastened and greatly profit- 
able Peter, we find him using the word 
“tabernacle” in connection with that 
same event, to a real purpose. Listen: 
“Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am 
in this tabernacle, to stir you up by put- 
ting you in remembrance; knowing that 
shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, 
even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath 
shewed me. Moreover I will endeavour 
that ye may be able after my decease to 
have these things always in remem- 
brance. For we have not followed cun- 
ningly devised fables, when we made 
known unto you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye- 
witnesses of his majesty. For he re- 
ceived from God the Father honour and 
glory, when there came such a voice to 
him from the excellent glory, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. And this voice which came 
from heaven we heard, when we were 
with him in the holy mount” (2 Pet. 1: 
13-18). 

It was the very Voice of God which 
had struck home to Peter’s great heart 
and had written indelibly into Peter’s 
consciousness the truth about Jesus 
Christ. Peter got badly off the track, 
even after that, but he never lost this. 

McDOonNALD, Pa. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To present the beauty of Christ 
to the girls. 


Activity. —These assignments might be 
suggested to the class: 1. Write a prayer 
of worship, adoration, and thanksgiving. 
2. Read during one devotional period the 
first three chapters of Ephesians, “all the 
fulness of God,” or the first two of Colos- 
sians which tell of “Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Thine eyes shall see 
the king in his beauty: they shall behold 
the land that is very far off’’ (Isa. 33:17). 


A HIGH school girl was speaking be- 
fore a large Christian Endeavor 
Convention: “The most certain fact I 
know is that Christ is with me con- 
stantly to guide, and the dearest friend- 
ship I have is when I meet alone with 
him.” 

In the audience was another girl who 
prayed, “May I learn to know the Lord 
intimately as she does. But how can 
this be done?” This other girl found 
at last that when. she humbled herself 
and trusted entirely in Christ, she, too, 
became conscious that he does actually 
live within those who are born again 
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(Gal. 2:20). Suppose a friend should 
come to you with this problem. Could 
you tell some friend of yours how she 
might realize the beauty and compan- 
ionship of Christ? (This question might 
be written on the blackboard for refer- 
ence at the close of the session.) 

Our lesson text tells what Peter and 
his friends learned about the glory of 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 17:1-18). 
Peter, James, and John were permitted 
to see Christ transfigured until his face 
shone as the sun and his raiment was 
white as the light. Afterward John said, 
“We beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father” (John 1: 
14). See Peter’s vivid review of the 
occasion in 2 Peter 1:16-18. 

How did all this come to pass? As we 
discuss this lesson, we shall write on 
the blackboard the elements indicated in 
our text that enter into an intimate con- 
sciousness of Christ. 

1. The first element is time. Do you 
spend time with the Lord? Many people, 
young and old, argue, “Oh, I have no 
time to read my Bible, to pray, to go to 
church and prayer meeting.” Why? 
The daily schedules of such people are 
very likely to read: “Me, my pleasures, 
my family, my duties,” from morning 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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till night. Peter, James, and John were 
willing to say “yes” when the Lord Jesus 
invited them to go into a mountain apart 
with him. How much the world, as well 
as these three disciples, would have 
missed if they had said, “We have no 
time to go with you today, Lord. We 
want to go fishing.” 

2. It is not enough to spend time with 
the Lord, but we must center our atten- 
tion upon “Jesus only.” While Peter 
was watching Moses and Elijah, he de- 
sired the amazing companionship with 
these men of God to continue. Truly it 
is stimulating to have fellowship with 
Christian friends, but we must be careful 
not to become helplessly dependent upon 
them. One day the Lord may send some 
of you into the field of service where 


you will need to depend solely upon him - 


for spiritual communion. Are you learn- 
ing to know God the Son in such an 
intimate manner that he alone will sat- 
isfy? How may we best become con- 
scious of God’s presence during prayer? 
Our Lord is with us (Matt. 28:20; Psa. 
91:1); he is interceding for us (Rom. 
8:26, 27); he rewards our faith (John 15: 
7; Heb. 11:6). 

3. Do you do all the talking when you 
pray? When we visit with the Lord we 
must listen (Psa. 46:10; 85:8). What did 
the disciples hear when they became 
still and listened to the voice out of the 
cloud? (Help the girls to discover the 
significance of the answer for them- 
selves.) 

(1) They heard God’s testimony re- 
garding Christ’s deity. These men had 
just seen Christ’s glory, and now 
they heard of it, also. Moses had once 
prayed, “Shew me thy glory,” “and the 
Lord passed by before him,” and spoke 
(Exod. 33:18; 34:6). Elijah’s faith was 
strengthened and his pride adjusted 
when he stopped talking and listened to 
the “still small voice” of God (1 Kings 
19: 10-12). 

(2) They heard that God was well 
pleased with the Lord: Jesus. Christ 
was the perfect Son, the perfect Man, 
the perfect Redeemer, the supreme 
Lord. 

(3) “Hear ye him.” Peter and his 
friends had been hearing Christ speak, 
but they had been scarcely aware of 
his indisputable authority. Find Psalm 
119:89. Recall Peter’s protest in last 
week’s lesson when he tried to tell the 
Lord Jesus Christ that he was wrong 
(Matt. 16:22). 

4. What was the final element men- 
tioned in our lesson which revealed the 
glory of Christ? As soon as the disciples 
went down from the mountain they wit- 
nessed the transforming power of the 
Lord as he ministered to a helpless child. 
This gave them a new conception of 
the Son of God who loved the world 
enough to take upon himself the form 
of a humble servant (Phil. 2:7, 8). 

Can you summarize what Peter and 
the others learned on the mount? 1. 
They were convinced of the future life 
when they saw two men who were actu- 
ally experiencing life after death. 2. 
They heard the supernatural voice of 
the heavenly Father. 3. They caught a 
brief glimpse of the radiant beauty of 


their Lord. 4. They discovered the 
source of Chrisi’s miracle-working 
power. How were they able to become 
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conscious of all this? They were willing 
to spend time alone with the Master, to 
become still enough to listen to the 
Lord, and interested enough to watch 
him work. 

Some day you and I who are born 
again will see our Lord as he really is. 
Notice the beautifully worded promise 
of our Memory Verse. Refer to our 
opening question: Are you ready now 
to tell some friend of the beauty of 
Christ? During the week let us search 
the Scriptures that we may receive for 
ourselves a clearer vision, and be better 
prepared than ever to introduce our 
friends to the Lord. 

Our next lesson, the story of Peter’s 
denial of Christ, is an important warning 
to each of us. Learn Psalm 86:5. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 964) 


1. Of “the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” that is, the glories of the 
Kingdom of God yet to be displayed. 

2. Moses represented the law; Elijah, the 
prophets. 

3. Two classes of saints: those who have 
died and will be raised in glorified bodies, 
and those who will be changed at the rap- 
ture without. going through death. 

4. His suggestion was wholly out of place, 
for while he intended to honor Christ, he 
was bringing him down to the level of 
Moses and Elijah. 

5. By covering the scene with a cloud 
and declaring his full satisfaction in his 
beloved Son, whom they were commanded 
to hear. 

6. “Jesus only.” 


7. Not to make it known until after his 
resurrection. 

8. A throng of people and a distracted 
father seeking deliverance for his demon- 
Possessed son. 

9. He bade him bring the boy to him, and 
he cast out the evil spirit. 

10. Lack of prayer and self-denying de- 
votion to the will of God. 





q Children at Home 


The Door of Joy 


A New Year Incident 
By Amelia O. Stott 


N THE doorposts of the old Chinese 

farmstead was the popular New 
Year motto carefully pasted up— Ke 
Men, teh fu (“Open the Gate to Joy”). 
It seemed a very suitable word on this 
particular New Year’s morning, because 
a precious baby son had just been born, 
for whom his parents had waited long. 

“We must call him ‘Fu Men’ [‘Door 
of Joy’],” said his father, “until our son 
reaches the age of five and gets his 
always-to-keep name.” 

Fu, which means joy, grew up to be 
a strong and healthy boy, and as he had 
only three older sisters, he was much 
petted and indulged. Until the boy was 
twelve years old his father, a small 
farmer, had quite a “run of good luck” 
which they felt sure Fu had brought 
them, but after that clouds of poverty 
and trouble rose. War broke out all 
over the district, robbers grew in num- 
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bers like mushrooms in a night, floods 
drowned the rice fields, and Farmer Lee 
fell into debt. “I-yah, I-yah,” he would 
exclaim, “times are just poison-bad, and 
all our good fortune has grown wings 
and flown away.” 

Fu’s mother, who had become sick 
and miserable, would sigh sadly, for 
her two elder daughters had married 
men who were away at the war. They 
often came begging from their parents 
because they were so poor. The third 
girl had become blind after an illness, 
so she would always be “eating their 
rice to no profit.” 

Fu’s mother would drop many tears 
on the old, worn clothes she was patch- 
ing and turning every way in order to 
make them wearable at all. The boy 
was their one comfort, he was “sharp 
of mind” and showed such a love for 
books that his father let him go to the 
village Mission School, although none 
of them ever went to worship. “My only 
son must have his desire granted,” he 
would say. “Truly I shall soon have 
no land left, so he had better learn to 
read foreign books and earn big money.” 

One Sunday afternoon Fu came run- 
ning into the small, mud-floored kitchen 
in great delight. “See the prize I have 
won at the Honorable Book Hall! This 
beautiful foreign picture of the Good 
Saviour-God, Cu Yia-su [‘Lord Jesus’], 
whom we all worship there.” 

Mrs. Lee looked at the colored picture 
wonderingly. “What can it mean?” she 
said. “That cannot be a God standing 
knocking outside a closed door.” 

“Truly, truly, Teacher said it is like 
Cu Yia-su,” said Fu, “and the shut door 
is a picture of our hearts that we bar 
against him, although he loved us so he 
died for us all.” 

“But this God-man wears a crown of 
thorns,” said his mother; “it is too 
strange to believe.” 

“Teacher said that was because he 
loved us so, Ma-Ma. Now lend your ear 
while I read these Chinese words put 
beside the picture, ‘Behold, I stand at 
your heart’s door, knocking. Open the 
door to me, I bring you real joy.’” 

“It is just like our New Year’s motto,” 
said his mother in surprise. “Your father 
gave you the milk name of Fu Men un- 
til you were five, and then we changed 
it to Fu-Sing [‘Happy heart’]. It seems 
to be a good picture, my son; put it 
away for your father to see when he 
comes home.” 

Blind Blossom, however, wanted to 
hear all about it, so Fu had to describe 
it and explain all he knew. His father, 
however, paid but little attention, for he 
was far too worried. “This evening the 
man to whom I owe money.came to say 
that if I do not return it before the tenth 
of the tenth moon— barely a fortnight 
away — he will seize and turn us out of 
our farm,” he said in great distress. 
“What is to be done? Where can I find 
a hundred dollars to close his mouth?” 

“Might not your old friend Merchant 
Wong help you?” asked his wife at last. 
“Truly there is no-one else.” 

“Merchant Wong now lives up the 
river near Hankow. My spirit trembles 
to trouble him.” Nevertheless, in the 
end, a letter was written to this old 
friend, but days passed and there was 
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no reply. Fu’s father felt ashamed and 
vexed that he had written to ask. 

At last the dreaded day came when 
the money must be paid or they would 
be turned out as beggars on the roadside. 
The night before, the farmer as usual 
barred the doors, feeling it might be for 
the last time. They lay down with heavy 
hearts, but not to sleep, and suddenly 
toward midnight there came loud and 
prolonged knocking at the outer gate. 

“We will not open,” said the farmer. 
“I expect it is one sent to demand the 
money, though it is not due till dawn.” 

As the noisy pounding at the door 
continued Fu jumped up. 

“My father, let me go and see who 
it is. I have much asked Cu Yia-su to 
save us, and I believe he will answer 
my prayers. I must open the door”; and 
before his father could stop him, Fu 
had opened the kitchen door and had 
rushed across to the outer gate. “Zao- 
teh nin? [‘What person is without?’]” he 
cried in a very loud voice. 

“Quick, quick,” said the road Guest 
outside. “I am Merchant Wong’s servant 
on the way to Shanghai. Open at once, 
for I have not a moment to spare.” 

Fu hurriedly opened the door, and a 
packet was thrust into his hand. “Give 
to your father,” whispered the man, and 
was gone. 

“Oh, Pang,” cried the boy. “See, it is 
a roll of silver dollars! Cu Yia-su has 
answered my prayer; it is a loan from 
Merchant Wong.” Hardly able to be- 
lieve his eyes, the farmer seized the 
heavy packet. 

“What a blessing you opened the door, 
my son, or I should not have had the 
money in time. Well might we call you 
‘Fu Men,’ for you have opened the door 
to joy this night !” 

“My heart leaps for gladness,” said the 
boy. “Oh, my father, I want you now 
to open your heart’s door to Cu Yia-su, 
who is waiting and knocking to come in. 
He will bring you even greater help and 
happiness. Oh, please do not keep him 
‘outside any longer, for fear he might 
go elsewhere.” 

So God used-the incident to enable the 
poor, ignorant farmer to understand, and 
to welcome the Lord Jesus, the Light of 
the World, to live in his heart forever. 


WORTHING, SUSSEX, ENG. 
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Unbiblical 
“Biblical Archeology” 
(Continued from page 962) 


city has been excavated by Dr. John 
Garstang. The walls fell as a result of 
a conflagration. They are calcined, re- 
duced to lime, caused by a great fire. 
The Israelites evidently piled much wood 
around the walls on the outside, and set 
fire to it. The walls then fell. In Joshua 
we read: ‘So the people shouted when 
the priests blew the trumpets: and it 
came to pass, when the people heard the 
sound of the trumpet, and the people 
shouted with a great shout, that the 
wall fell down flat, so that the people 
went up into the city, every man straight 
before him, and they took the city.’ 
The horn blowing and shouting would 
act like martial music to enthuse the 
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people to pile on more wood until the 
walls were reduced to lime.” 

A good deal of this “additional infor- 
mation” is misinformation. Christians 
will smile at Professor Duncan’s sen- 
tence, “It has been a puzzle to know 
just what caused the fall of the walls.” 
To an unbeliever in the Bible’s inspira- 
tion it is a puzzle. But this archeolo- 
gist’s solution is a greater one. There 
was a fire, of course, and the walls were 
calcined, but it was after the walls fell, 
not before, as the Bible plainly states. 
This reducing of an awe-inspiring dem- 
onstration of supernatural power to a 
“piling on” of wood is a fine example 
of the sudden descent from the sublime 
to the ridiculous. . 

Dr. Duncan says the tables of stone 
(Exod. 31:18) were clay tablets in size 
and shape “much like a cake of ivory 
soap or a shredded wheat biscuit.” 
This making a miniature vest-pocket edi- 
tion of the Ten Commandments may 
be good advertising for ivory soap and 
shredded wheat biscuit, but it is far 
from being “additional information.” 

The professor says there were ten 
commandments “because we have ten 
fingers.” He adds, “The more primitive 
Hebrews could not count beyond ten 
because they used their fingers in num- 
bering.” 

This sort of comment from a student 
of archeology is not typical of the truly 
great contributions made to Bible study 
by the great archeologists. It substitutes 
man’s unbelieving and ignorant guess- 
work for true scholarship. 


Los ANGELES, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
rayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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contrary, you would treasure it, reread 
it frequently, ponder over it, and seek 
to get at the meaning your friend 
wanted to convey. 

Your attitude toward God’s great love 
letter will not be different. Once you 
have recognized and accepted the Lord 
Jesus as your personal Saviour, your 
whole attitude toward his love letter, 
the Bible, will undergo a great change. 
Do not think that somehow, all at once, 
you will understand every difficult pas- 
sage. But what seemed uninteresting 
before will take on a new life and mean- 
ing, as you read the messages from the 
One who loved you and gave himself 
for you. Difficulties and puzzling pas- 
sages will no longer trouble you, even 
though you may not fully understand, 
you trust the Writer and know him as 
your loving friend. Where before you 
read spasmodically or not at all, now 
you will want to read and reread and 
think over what you read. You will 
want to seek the help of older Chris- 
tians who have walked the Christian 
way longer than you, and you will want 
to listen to their interpretation of God’s 
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January 22. Ways of Using the Bible. Luke 4: 
16-21; Psa. 119:97-104. 


Sunday, January 15 


Finding Hidden Treasure 
(2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21) 





Mon.—God’s crowning creation (Gen. 2: 
7; Psa. 8:3-9). 

Tues.—The law revived and regarded 
(2 Kings 23:1-3). 

Wed.—Accomplishing God’s will (Isa. 55: 
10, 11). 

Thurs.—Revealed to the 
(Luke 24:25-32). 

Fri.—The Word made fiesh (John 1:14). 

Sat.—Eternal life in the Scriptures (John 
5:37-40). 


incredulous 











UPPOSE you had a very dear, good 

friend from whom you were sep- 
arated for a time. Let us assume that 
this friend wrote you a long letter, 
some parts of which you could not un- 
derstand at first, not because of your 
friend’s poor writing or ignorance, but 
because you had not yet experienced 
some of the things about which your 
friend wrote, or because of your own 
faulty understanding. Would you throw 
the letter aside as dull or meaningless? 
You most certainly would not do so, if 
you really loved your friend. On the 
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Word and to learn what it has meant 
to them. In fact, if you do not find in 
your heart a keen love and desire for 
God’s Word, you may well question your 
love for the Lord Jesus, for the written 
Word and the living Word are insep- 
arable. 
ye 


But are there other helps to finding 
hidden treasure in the Bible?. Second 
only to knowing the Lord Jesus as your 
Saviour is the recognition of the third 
person of the Trinity as the One whose 
special work it is in this age to lead 
us into all truth. He it is who illumi- 
nates the Word and helps our stumbling 
understanding. Do you ever ask him 
to help you understand what you read? 

ve 

Still another clew to understanding 
God’s Word was given by the Lord 
Jesus. He said, you will remember, “If 
any man will do his [God’s] will, he 
shall know of the teaching” (John 7: 
17). God does not cast his treasures be- 
fore those who will only trample them 
underfoot. If you would know the deeper 
things God has for you in his Word, 
there must be a heart willingness to be 
controlled and guided by them. This 
will be evidenced by a life of obedience 
to the simpler things already made 
known to you. 

4 


Finally the Bible is its own best com- 
mentator. The better we know what is 
in God’s Word the better we shall com- 
prehend what we read. Has it never 
been your experience that, as you read, 
suddenly across your mind flashed an- 
other portion or verse that illuminated 
the meaning of the fresh portion? Or 
the light may have come by turning to 
a good concordance and through the 
more laborious way of looking up other 
passages on the same truth. God’s Word 
is not a series of disconnected messages, 
but a harmonious whole, all of which 
fits together perfectly and consistently. 
Learn to “search the Scriptures” as did 
the Berean Christians. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ With the New Books 


Nita Finds Peace. By E. Pearl Brake. 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 75 cents.) With eyes full 
of agony, Nita looked up into the face 
of Bard, on old family friend. “Every- 
thing in this wretched world is wrong,” 
she declared. “Father is dying in this 
city, alone and afraid,— mother and I 
should be with him, but we are not. 
Oh, I shall never marry unless— say, 
Bard, is there any security against 
wrecking homes?” Bard looked back 
into the forgotten past and brought 
forth a mother, a woman with unquench- 
able faith in The Book and its Author, 
a woman who was not afraid to die. He 
tells Nita about her. More than that, 
he unearths and brings to her that same 
wonderful Book so she can learn for 
herself about the God who loves and 
cares. Then step by step the change 
comes — always through the Book. First 
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there is antagonism and fear, then trust, 
love, and knowledge of God’s standards 
for home and family life. Finally Nita 
is led to leave her home and go to be 
with her father, and the detail of an- 
swered prayer for both parents finishes 
this unusual story in a very satisfactory 
manner. 


Not Your Own. By Claire Hill Cooper. 
(Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tenn., 60 
cents, cloth; 40 cents, paper.) Some years 
ago Roger Babson wrote an article en- 
titled “Twenty Ways to Make a Million.” 
There is only one way for us to “cash 
in” on our possessions as Christians, and 
thus carry out to the full our steward- 
ship responsibilities, end to show that 
one way is the purpose of Miss Cooper’s 
remarkable study. Chapter 1 declares 
that God has entrusted us with the 
priceless possession of life and its op- 
portunities, and that to use these faith- 
fully and aitogether for his glory is our 
business always. Other chapters consider 
our choices in this matter, our debts to 
self and to others, our missionary task, 
God’s preferred claim, our tithes and 
offerings, and at the last, the dynamic 
motive. Though written for the use of 
Intermediates, Christians of any age will 
find clear and ‘profitable understanding 
of this important subject in its develop- 
ment as a text, with careful outlines, 
well chosen illustrations, and divisional 
and paragraph headings. The assign- 
ments and practical suggestions that 
close each chapter are especially fine. 


Twelve Brave Boys. By Esther E. 
Enock. (Pickering and Inglis, 229 Both- 
well St., Glasgow, Scotland, 1 shilling.) 
It isn’t easy to get boys to read long 
and: heavy books. This is not one of 
them. It has twelve short interesting 
chapters, each of which can be read 
in ten minutes or less, and the type is 
large and readable. The twelve sketches 
have a twofold value, for they tell of 
boys who showed physical and moral 
bravery, and who were earnest Chris- 
tians. A few died young, but most of 
them grew up to be famous men. Here 
are stories of Cyril of Czesarea, of the 
third century, who suffered much per- 
secution and finally died for his faith; 
Josiah Henson, the colored Methodist 
preacher whose sterling character sug- 
gested the hero, Uncle Tom, in “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin”; Allen, the bugler boy, 
who sounded a warning when he knew 
it would cost him his life; William Tyn- 
dale, the Bible translator, who was 
burned at the stake; James Chalmers, 
finally martyred in New Guinea; Lord 
Shaftesbury, whose own youth was so 
clouded with hardship and suffering and 
who became “the children’s friend”; and 
other heroes of faith.~ This book is one 
of the fine “Twelve Persons Series,” 
issued by Pickering and Inglis, which pro- 
vide such worthwhile reading for Sun- 
day afternoons at home, and supply Sun- 
day school teachers and mission workers 
with those true and Christian stories 
of which they are so constantly in need. 


Rand McNally Historical Atlas of the 
Holy Land. (Rand McNally and Co., 
536 S. Clark St., Chicago, $1.) To many 
people today maps are as interesting as 
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of modern travel have had something to 
do with this, and certainly the radio 
is linking the whole world together. 
Though the world has not known it, 
Palestine has always been the most im- 
portant spot on the surface of the globe; 
but now the nations are beginning to 
realize that it is worth watching. For 
the last twenty years, since the Balfour 
Declaration, Bible students have scan- 
ned with special interest any news that 
came from Bible lands, and today that 
interest has spread until it is evident 
in diplomatic circles and on the front 
pages of the newspapers. Therefore this 
latest of Rand McNally’s masterly ac- 
complishments in map-making is espe- 
cially welcome. 

There are forty-six colored, clearly 
printed maps. At least fifteen show 
Palestine under such different aspects 
as its geological and physical formation; 
before and after the Conquest; as di- 
vided among the Tribes; under the 
Judges, Saul, David, and Solomon; and 
during the ministry of Christ and later 
the apostles. The last map in the book 
is completely indexed, enabling the 
reader to find easily the physical fea- 
tures, cities, and towns. Other maps 
are devoted to such subjects as the Old 
Testament world, Abraham’s journey, 
Sinai and the Israelite wanderings, an- 
cient Jerusalem; the world empires, and 
Paul’s journeys. There are eight maps 
on the life of Christ exclusively; nine 
of ancient cities and islands; and one 
full-page map locates the seven churches 
of the Revelation: 

This atlas might well be added to 
school and college libraries, and will 
prove to be an indispensable part of the 
equipment of the many Bible institutes 
in our land. Its convenient size— 11% 
by 9% inches, and not over a quarter 
of an inch thick — makes it easy to use 
and to carry in a brief case. It will be 
invaluable to Christian parents, pastors, 
Sunday school teachers, and all Bible 
students. 


He Heareth Us. By Ransome W. Cooper. 
(John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scot- 
land, one shilling.) A Quaker preaching 
in the open air was opposed by a man who 
ridiculed the idea of a prayer-answering 
God. The Quaker stopped and asked 
the troubler quietly, “Friend, dost thou 
pray?” “No, not I,” came the reply. 
“Then what dost thou know about it?” 
said the Quaker. 

“He Heareth Us” is a little book of 
testimony from those who do pray and 
have experienced answers to prayer. 
They represent all sorts of situations re- 
lieved, — sickness, poverty, insecurity, 
uncertainty, — and all sorts of questions 
answered. Here is a single illustration: 

“When staying in Kent I came in con- 
tact with a retiring and humble brother 
in the Lord. He was a bricklayer’s 
laborer and trade was bad. For some 
time he had been out of work and funds 
were gone. He and his wife had put the 
children to bed. Their last loaf and 
some butter were ready for breakfast 
in the morning. They were about to 
have prayer before retiring when a 
feeble knock was heard at the door. A 
little girl stood there sobbing. She ex- 
plained that in her home there was no 
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hungry. Our friend looked at the loaf 
and at his wife who, answering his in- 
quiring look, said, ‘Yes, give it to her.’ 
With a few kind words they gave the 
food to the little maid, said good night, 
and as soon as the door closed got on 
their knees to ask God’s counsel. Al- 
most before they rose another knock 
was heard, this time of a man who had 
borrowed a little money some months 
previously and had forgotten about it. 
He said that it had suddenly come into 
his mind and he felt that, although it 
was night, he must come straight along 
to pay it. The amount was sufficient to 
provide food for some days and at that 
time our brother was earning again.” 

A coincidence? This, then, is a vol- 
ume of “coincidences,” which are but an 
infinitesimal fraction of the similar “co- 
incidences” that might be printed. But 
they are God-directed “coincidences.” 


America Awake. By Park W. Hunt- 
ington, A.M., S.T.M. (Published by the 
author, 806 W. Twenty-fifth Si., Wil- 
mington, Del., $1.) Mr. Huntington’s nine 
addresses might be summarized in one 
sentence: America’s troubles come be- 
cause she leaves God out. And to 
bring him back, there musi be courage, 
conviction, and consecration once more 
inculcated in our youth; there must be 
worship that is more than church-going, 
and a family religion that keeps the 
Lord’s Day holy and teaches God’s Word 
to its children. There must be a new 
realization of the fact that all achieve- 
ments of. every known science cannot 
produce a stabilizing moral power. Mr. 
Huntington pleads for a mobilization 
of the American people as soldiers of 
peace, soldiers who will battle against 
greed and avarice, who will confine all 
criminals, and rid the country of its 
radical elements. Though the author 
seems to stress reformation more than 
transformation, and moral uprightness 
more than Christ’s miracle power, still 
it is good to hear a fresh exhortation 
“not to wrangle about devotion to our 
country but to practice the principles 
upon which she was founded.” Mr. 
Huntington is a Past National Chaplain 
of the American Legion. 


+ 


The Secret of Christian Joy. By Vance 
Havner. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York City, $1.) “Then were the disciples 
glad when they saw the Lord.” Mr. Hav- 
ner points out that the secret of their 
gladness was just the Lord himself, but 
that we cannot reach the “then” of this 
text without first coming to the “when.” 
In twelve short chapters, the author dis- 
cusses such practical and timely subjects 
as the need for revival, and for the “Old- 
Time Religion,” for more Christians whe 
“are beside themselves” as Paul was, 
and for the “holy desperation” of those 
who “press through to Jesus” as did the 
poor woman who touched him in the 
crowd and was healed. 

Mr. Havner has a gift for summing up 
great truths in a few crisp phrases that 
clinch the subject in one’s mind. In his 
chapter entitled’ “The Foolishness of 
God” he shows how the Gospel contra- 
dicts the wisdom of the world in de- 
manding regeneration instead of educa- 
tion, Calvary instead of culture. In writ- 
ing of Paul’s obedience to the “heavenly 
vision” he shows how the question of 
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“Who art thou, Lord?” is followed im- 
mediately by, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” He writes: “We must 
first face the ‘Who’ question before we 
are ready for the ‘What’ question. ... 
Some of us are afraid to ask ‘What?’ 
because we have never gotten estab- 
lished on the ‘Who?’ If we had more 
faith in Him, we should have less fear 
of what He wants us to do.” Further 
on in the same chapter he speaks of 
how God told Elijah to go to Cherith 
and added, “I have commanded the 
ravens to feed thee there,” and later to 
go to Zarephath and “dwell there,” and 
that He had “commanded a widow 
woman there” to sustain him. The place 
of God’s will was limited to “there.” 

The chapter on the “Old-Time Relig- 
ion” is heart-searching and heart-warm- 
ing. ‘The descriptions of bygone days in 
the little country church touch a tender 
chord, as we are: reminded of the mes- 
sage of the preacher, perhaps long and 
loud, but giving forth no uncertain 
sound. Folks were saved at _ the 
“mourner’s bench,” and every one sang 
from the heart: 


‘Tis the old-time religion, 
And it’s good enough for me. 


Those who have read Mr. Havner’s 
other books will welcome this latest one, 
and will find great spiritual blessing and 
refreshing through reading it. 


Bible Babies. By Elizabeth Ann 
Thompson. (Polzin Press, 4896 N. Ash- 
land Ave., Chicago, 75 cents.) Each of 
the great Bible characters was once a 
helpless babe, but it requires a vivid 
imagination, careful study of the Book, 
and a delightful touch of understanding 
of child life and thought to create such 
a background. Miss Thompson has 
brought the art of the experienced 
story-teller, combined with a deep, true 
knowledge of the Word of God to her 
task. She has portrayed twelve well- 
known people of the Bible, beginning 
each life as a babe. Into the story is 
woven a wealth of information about the 
people and life of the times, all true to 
the Book, yet distinctive and fresh. Each 
story is a gem, and sparkles with spir- 
itual beauty. Some of the “babies” are 
Cain, Isaac, Ishmael, Moses, Esther, John 
the Baptist, the Lord Jesus, and “the 
man born blind.” Adults will enjoy 
reading the stories to children, and the 
little child will love the book as his 
very own. It is beautifully bound in 
board covers, printed in large type, and 
well illustrated. 


+ the escapades of 
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Evangelistic Chalk Talks. By Frank A. 
Miller. (Frank A. Miller, 125 S. Avenue, 
60, Los Angeles, Calif., 25 cents.) “Sow 
a thought and reap an act; sow an act 
and reap a habit.” The famous old 
proverb comes to the fore again, dressed 
this time in words and pictures that are 
suited even to the wide eyes and busy 
minds of very little children. Begin- 
ning with the Word of God, the list of 
subjects includes such basic topics as 
The Creation, The Rainbow and Seven 
Stars, The Battle of the Giants, Charac- 
ter Building and Destiny, The Knocking 
Stranger, Heaven and-How to Get 
There, “Remember Now Thy Creator,” 
The Cross For All Nations, and The Life 
Transformed. All drawings are so sim- 
ple that anyone can do them while giv- 
ing at the same time the accompanying 
evangelistic appeal. There are also four 
diagramed talks on. “Shooting at the 
Mark,” while the little sermon about 
Lincoln is packed with the finest and 
most touching stories concerning the re- 
ligious life of that great personality. On 
the back cover are the words and music 
of a new and particularly moving solo, 
“The Hut on a Vacant Lot.” 


Witnessing With Power. By Albert 
Hughes, D.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) When 
the Lord Jesus said, “Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me,” did he mean merely 
that we should be ready with a word 
of public testimony as opportunity of- 
fers? In which do we spend the more 
time, in electing and arguing, or in wit- 
nessing? Have our experiences of the 
Spirit’s anointing been as a mere pass- 
ing pageant, or did they deepen in us 
the double passion for personal purity 
and for souls? Or do we hide our need 
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in the declaration that, as Christians, we 
already have the Holy Spirit? Ques- 
tions of this sort reveal something of 
the depth as well as the practical appli- 
cation of this unusual commentary on 
the Acts. Knowing that no portion of 
Scripture has been more provocative of 
controversy, Dr. Hughes has approached 
the suoject in a manner not only un- 
biased put so earnestly compelling that 
it seaccnes the heart of every honest 
seeker after the Spirit’s enduement. 
Such a one is encouraged “not to or- 
ganize for the blessing, nor yet to scream 
for it,” but to wait obediently and with 
expectant faith for what is already 
promised and provided. Dr. Hughes is 
evidently a close Greek student, and he 
brings out many new interpretations 
which will delight the lover of the Word. 


Missionary Ideals. By T. Walker, M.A. 
(Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 39 Bedford 
Square, London, Eng., one shilling.) 
From a missionary in South India comes 
this penetrating and systematic study 
outline of the Book of Acts. Convinced 
that Acts is a divinely inspired model 
for the evangelization of the world, the 
author develops his thesis by revealing 
numerous parallels between the adven- 
tures of the apostles in overcoming 
Satan’s opposition, and the adventures 
of present-day missionaries in carrying 
the light of the Gospel into the darkness 
of paganism. 

By referring the reader to Acts and 
to the Epistles of Paul, the book teaches 
the Bible as.a handbook for missions. 
The six subjects developed in successive 
chapters treat God’s Missionary Plan, 
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The wall calendar for 1939, 
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is made up of 12 pages, with as 
many pictures of the marvelous 
progress being made constantly 
in Palestine. 
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Prices range from 30 cents each 
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very attractive calendar for gifts. 
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them in hundred lots as a con- 
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the Missionary’s Adversary, a Mission- 
ary Center, the qualities, both personal 
and spiritual, of a good missionary, a 
Missionary Campaign, and a Missionary 
Problem. The qualities possessed by 
Paul, —tenacity, versatility, practical- 
ity, — added to a knowledge of Scripture 
and a life of prayer are needed today, 
for the itinerant missionary in India is 
often received as was Paul at Iconium, 
Lystra, and Derbe. The book is char- 
acterized by insight and faith in the 
power of God. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform: Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 9 to 15 


Mon.—Luke 9:28-36. On the Mount with Christ, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When they were 
awake, they saw his glory.” Christ’s 
heavenly dignity was veiled during most 
of his earthly life; but chosen disciples 
saw it on the holy mount. Flashes of 
God’s glory appear in the universe, but 
his brightest glory is alone visible in the 
face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). When 
we too “awake” we shall see his glory 
(Psa. 17:15). Pray for Women’s Protes- 
tant Union, 296 Vauxhall Bridge Road, 
London, S. W. 1. 


Tues.—2 Peter 1:16-18. 


Eye Witnesses of His Majesty. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Eyewitnesses of 
his majesty.” Christ prayed that we 
might be with him and “behold” his 
glory. This is one reason why God’s 
people leave us. Christ wants them with 
him in Glory. The momentary preview 
seen by chosen “eyewitnesses” awakens 
expectancy. We shall behold “the king 
in his beauty.” Pray for Mission to Deep 
Sea Fishermen, 68 Victoria Street, Lon- 
don, S. W. 1. 


Wed.—John 8:12-20. The Father’s Witness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Father that 
sent me beareth testimony concerning 
me” (marg.). Christ, the great Prophet 
of the Church, gives plain faithful testi- 
mony from the Father. Attestation to 
his life, word, and works, from Heaven, 
seal his personal witness. John’s wit- 
ness was indeed great but the Father’s 
was greater. Pray for the Evangelical 
and Medical Mission to Israel, Haifa, 
Palestine. 


Thurs.—Revelation 1:9-18. 
The Vision of the Glorified. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When I saw 
him.” A king in servant’s clothing is 
nevertheless every inch a king. The 
King of Glory during his earthly life 
was incognito. Appearances of the glo- 
rified Saviour, after his ascension, in- 
duced in beholders prostration and hu- 
miliation. Meditate on the _ glorious 
prospect. Pray for Sunrise Home, 
Akashi, Japan. 


Fri.—Luke 9:33, 37-43. Vision and Task. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “The next day.” 

The holy mount is glorious; but “taber- 

nacles” on the holy mount are not God’s 


pray.” 
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plan for his people. The “next day” 
service awaits favored souls. The vision 
always imposes a task. “Eyewitnesses” 
should be God’s best witnesses. Pray 
for South Sea Evangelical Mission, Gor- 
don, Australia. 


Sat.—Matthew 14:22-32. The Power of Prayer. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lord, save me.” 
Prayer lays hold of the saving, keeping, 
and enabling power of God. Its four 
parts are: adoration, thanksgiving, con- 
fession, and petition. As you approach 
God on the ground of Christ’s atone- 
ment, good for time and eternity will be 
procured. Blessings received without 
prayer are not advantageous. True 
prayer “moves the arm that moves the 
world.” Pray -for Unevangelized Fields 
Mission, 21 Lincoln Avenue, Toronto 9, 
Can. 


Sun.—Luke 11:1-4. The Prayer Perfect. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Teach us_ to 
Here is the disciple’s first lesson 
on prayer. The principles of prayer are 
unfolded by the Lord Jesus. This model 
prayer. teaches us how to pray. You 
will never outlive its usefulness, and 
never in this world will you come to a 
time when you will not need to pray 
“deliver us from evil.” Our Lord’s later 
teaching on prayer is connected with 
this fundamental lesson. Mold your 
prayers out of this material, and base 
them upon the atoning work of Christ. 
Pray for British Sailor’s Society, 680 
Commercial Road, London, E. 14. 
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